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Walter Davisis young, handsome, intelligent, dynamic and personable. The
product of a bi-racial marriage but abandoned by his father as a young child, he
prides himself on three things: his drive to succeed, his fine clothes and never
having been late for anything in hislife. Walter is also homeless. The medical
expenses that came with his mother's brief and unsuccessful battle against cancer
have left him destitute. Still, ever the optimist, Walter believesthat if helivesin
his car for afew months, he will have the time he needs to find a good job in the
business world and turn his life around. His situation gets more complicated
when he finds himself attracted to agirl he meets at the mailing center where he
keeps a post box. But trying to impress a girl when you have no fixed address
proves difficult, and when he's caught in alie, she shuns his company. Walter's
struggles grow when his car isimpounded and he can't afford to pay the fine.
Only resilience, ingenuity and his drive to succeed can bring Walter back from
the brink of despair.
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Walter Davisis young, handsome, intelligent, dynamic and personable. The product of a bi-racial marriage
but abandoned by his father as a young child, he prides himself on three things: his drive to succeed, hisfine
clothes and never having been late for anything in hislife. Walter is also homeless. The medical expenses
that came with his mother's brief and unsuccessful battle against cancer have left him destitute. Still, ever the
optimist, Walter believesthat if helivesin his car for afew months, he will have the time he needs to find a
good job in the business world and turn his life around. His situation gets more complicated when he finds
himself attracted to a girl he meets at the mailing center where he keeps a post box. But trying to impress a
girl when you have no fixed address proves difficult, and when he's caught in alie, she shuns his company.
Walter's struggles grow when his car is impounded and he can't afford to pay the fine. Only resilience,
ingenuity and his drive to succeed can bring Walter back from the brink of despair.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 8 Up-Walter Davisis an industrious young man who has become homel ess through no fault of his own.
As he struggles to regain his footing after his mother's debilitating illness and death, the story explores the
plight of the unemployed and inexperienced trying to make aliving in difficult economic times. Especially
intriguing are the details about how Walter maintains some respectability while living out of his car, and how
other characters respond when they learn that he is homeless. The plot wraps up a bit too neatly, and some
may find the overall tone atad simplistic. Still, reluctant readers will be drawn to the fast-moving story with
its modern, urban setting and sympathetic, true-to-life hero.-Eliza Langhans, Hatfield Public Library, MA (c)
Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

From Booklist

The Way It Works, one of the series’ strongest titles, follows 20-year-old Walter Davis from homeless job
searcher to profitable small-business owner. With understated, sobering, and detailed realism, Kowalski
shows how easily a person can lose everything, and the ingenuity and strength Davis summons to solve daily
logistical problems, and fall in love, will hook readers. --Gillian Engberg

Review

"Readers struggling with literacy issues or learning English will appreciate the simple, straightforward style
and plot-driven narratives...Diverse cultures, sensitive contemporary issues and social injustice are all
difficult topics tackled appropriately without diverting the story... The discussion-worthy issues and themes
are delivered viaahigh caliber plot and efficient style of writing. Recommended." (CM Magazine 2010-09-
10)

"One of the series strongest titles...With understated, sobering, and detailed realism, Kowalski shows how
easily a person can lose everything, and the ingenuity and strength Davis summons to solve daily logistical
problems, and fall in love, will hook readers. With rare voices and taut suspense, these titles provide
accessible choices for struggling and strong readers alike." (Booklist 2010-10-01)

"Y ou won't be able to put the book down until you're finished... While tweens and teens will enjoy the book,
adults and writers will be equally fascinated with the economy with which Kowalski manages to draw full-
fledged characters, create increasingly dramatic situations and then resolve it all in just a hundred-plus
pages.” (CD Syndicated 2010-10-14)

"A quick and easy read, aimed at urbanites. Educators who work with adults seeking to improve their
reading skills should also find this book and series intriguing...It offers an uplifting message with atouch of
romance...Jand] workswell at skillfully delivering an engaging character and story." (ForeWord Reviews
2010-11-01)

"A compelling story featuring strong characters...Despite the book's brevity, Walter's determination and
resourcefulness quickly draw the reader in, and the story buildsto a satisfying...conclusion." (Quill & Quire
2010-10-01)

"Especially intriguing are the details about how Walter maintains some respectability while living out of his
car, and how other characters respond when they learn that he is homeless...Reluctant readers will be drawn


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

to the fast-moving story with its modern, urban setting and sympathetic, true-to-life hero." (School Library
Journal 2011-02-01)

"This book isindeed a quick read, getting straight to the plot...[and] will give readers hope and an example
of determination...Good for reluctant readers." (Puget Sound Council for Reviewing Children's Media 2011-
02-01)

"Walter is an admirable young man, and the reader can't help but root for him...Inspiring...A quick read [that]
should appeal to reluctant readers." (BookLinx 2012-01-30)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Painter:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Way It Works (Rapid Reads) will make
you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Donald Jefferies:

Now aday people that Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Way It Works (Rapid Reads) book because
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Jennifer Case:

The particular book The Way It Works (Rapid Reads) has alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out
this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes
some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Heidi Garcia:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Way It Works (Rapid Reads)
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The Way 1t Works (Rapid



Reads) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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