
The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism,
Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series)

By Barbara Creed

The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions
Series) By Barbara Creed

In almost all critical writings on the horror film, woman is conceptualised only as
victim. In The Monstrous-Feminine Barbara Creed challenges this patriarchal
view by arguing that the prototype of all definitions of the monstrous is the
female reproductive body.
With close reference to a number of classic horror films including the Alien
trilogy, The Exorcist and Psycho, Creed analyses the seven `faces' of the
monstrous-feminine: archaic mother, monstrous womb, vampire, witch,
possessed body, monstrous mother and castrator. Her argument that man fears
woman as castrator, rather than as castrated, questions not only Freudian
theories of sexual difference but existing theories of spectatorship and fetishism,
providing a provocative re-reading of classical and contemporary film and
theoretical texts.
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In almost all critical writings on the horror film, woman is conceptualised only as victim. In The Monstrous-
Feminine Barbara Creed challenges this patriarchal view by arguing that the prototype of all definitions of
the monstrous is the female reproductive body.
With close reference to a number of classic horror films including the Alien trilogy, The Exorcist and Psycho,
Creed analyses the seven `faces' of the monstrous-feminine: archaic mother, monstrous womb, vampire,
witch, possessed body, monstrous mother and castrator. Her argument that man fears woman as castrator,
rather than as castrated, questions not only Freudian theories of sexual difference but existing theories of
spectatorship and fetishism, providing a provocative re-reading of classical and contemporary film and
theoretical texts.
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Editorial Review

Review
"By reinstating the repressed mother and "femme castratice in classic Freudian theory, and by extending
Julia Kristeva's discussion of horror and abjection to fresh critical objects, Barbara Creed accessibly and
convincingly demonstrates the relevance and productivity of psychoanalytic theory for cultural analysis."
-Annette Kuhn, University of Glasgow
"A substantial contribution to knowledge of the horror film . . . the first study to concentrate specifically on
the monstrous-feminine."
-E. Ann Kaplan
"Witty, succinct, a pleasure to read. The critique of Freudian theory comprises a total re-conceptualization of
the status of the feminine within psychoanalytic debate."
-Sneja Gunew

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Morgan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism,
Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a new book The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism,
Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series). You can add information and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Elisa Hall:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism,
Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

James Yancey:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has



several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Monstrous-Feminine:
Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series). All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Silvia Smedley:

This The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Monstrous-Feminine: Film,
Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Monstrous-Feminine: Film,
Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series) having good arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.
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