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Despite their many similarities, Central American countries during the twentieth
century were characterized by remarkably different political regimes. In a
comparative analysis of Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Honduras, and
Nicaragua, James Mahoney argues that these political differences were legacies
of the nineteenth-century liberal reform period. Presenting a theory of "path
dependence," Mahoney shows how choices made at crucial turning points in
Central American history established certain directions of change and foreclosed
others to shape long-term development.

By the middle of the twentieth century, three types of political regimes
characterized the five nations considered in this study: military-authoritarian
(Guatemala, El Salvador), liberal democratic (Costa Rica), and traditional
dictatorial (Honduras, Nicaragua). As Mahoney shows, each type is the end point
of choices regarding state and agrarian development made by these countries
early in the nineteenth century. Applying his conclusions to present-day attempts
at market creation in a neoliberal era, Mahoney warns that overzealous pursuit of
market creation can have severely negative long-term political consequences.

The Legacies of Liberalism presents new insight into the role of leadership in
political development, the place of domestic politics in the analysis of foreign
intervention, and the role of the state in the creation of early capitalism. The book
offers a general theoretical framework that will be of broad interest to scholars of
comparative politics and political development, and its overall argument will stir
debate among historians of particular Central American countries.
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Despite their many similarities, Central American countries during the twentieth century were characterized
by remarkably different political regimes. In a comparative analysis of Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica,
Honduras, and Nicaragua, James Mahoney argues that these political differences were legacies of the
nineteenth-century liberal reform period. Presenting a theory of "path dependence," Mahoney shows how
choices made at crucial turning points in Central American history established certain directions of change
and foreclosed others to shape long-term development.

By the middle of the twentieth century, three types of political regimes characterized the five nations
considered in this study: military-authoritarian (Guatemala, El Salvador), liberal democratic (Costa Rica),
and traditional dictatorial (Honduras, Nicaragua). As Mahoney shows, each type is the end point of choices
regarding state and agrarian development made by these countries early in the nineteenth century. Applying
his conclusions to present-day attempts at market creation in a neoliberal era, Mahoney warns that
overzealous pursuit of market creation can have severely negative long-term political consequences.

The Legacies of Liberalism presents new insight into the role of leadership in political development, the
place of domestic politics in the analysis of foreign intervention, and the role of the state in the creation of
early capitalism. The book offers a general theoretical framework that will be of broad interest to scholars of
comparative politics and political development, and its overall argument will stir debate among historians of
particular Central American countries.
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Editorial Review

Review

Few scholars are bold enough to try to explain 150 years of political development in five different countries,
and even fewer succeed at such an ambitious undertaking. James Mahoney admirably pulls off such a feat in
his masterful study of post independence political evolution in Central America... His work is to be
commended not only as a seminal study of Central American politics, but also as a major contribution to
scholarly understanding of critical junctures and path-dependent political development.

(Kenneth M. Roberts Perspectives on Politics)

A clearly written and insightful monograph, sociologists interested in comparative history will find this a
rewarding read... Legacies of Liberalism makes an important contribution to the literature on national
development, Latin American political economy, and comparative historical theory.

(William Canak Social Forces)

[Mahoney's] comparative historical analysis of political development in Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, and Nicaragua makes a number of significant contributions. His systematic cross-case comparison
is impressive in its breadth.

(Juliet Hooker Governance)

A provocative work of historical sociology... Mahoney's book is built around a bold thesis about nineteenth-
century economic liberalism as the region's 'critical [historical] juncture.'

(Paul Gootenberg Latin American Research Review)

Mahoney presents a bold and multilayered argument that links developments across the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, supported through a systematic comparative analysis of all five Central American
countries. The Legacies of Liberalism is the most important book on Central America written in the last ten
years, an ambitious and important work that will have a significant impact on debates in a number of fields.

(Gerardo Munck, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, author of Authoritarianism and
Democratization: Soldiers and Workers in Argentina, 1976?1983)

About the Author

James Mahoney  is an assistant professor of sociology at Brown University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Sanders:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Legacies
of Liberalism: Path Dependence and Political Regimes in Central America? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

David McGowan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Legacies of Liberalism: Path Dependence and Political Regimes in Central America, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Steven Strong:

The reserve with title The Legacies of Liberalism: Path Dependence and Political Regimes in Central
America posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Annie Resnick:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Legacies of Liberalism: Path Dependence and Political Regimes in Central America which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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