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National Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward takes James Baldwin’s 1963
examination of race in America, The Fire Next Time, as a jumping off point for
this groundbreaking collection of essays and poems about race from the most
important voices of her generation and our time.

In light of recent tragedies and widespread protests across the nation, The
Progressive magazine republished one of its most famous pieces: James
Baldwin’s 1962 “Letter to My Nephew,” which was later published in his
landmark book, The Fire Next Time. Addressing his fifteen-year-old namesake
on the one hundredth anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, Baldwin
wrote: “You know and I know, that the country is celebrating one hundred years
of freedom one hundred years too soon.”

Award-winning author Jesmyn Ward knows that Baldwin’s words ring as true as
ever today. In response, she has gathered short essays, memoir, and a few
essential poems to engage the question of race in the United States. And she has
turned to some of her generation’s most original thinkers and writers to give
voice to their concerns.

The Fire This Time is divided into three parts that shine a light on the darkest
corners of our history, wrestle with our current predicament, and envision a better
future. Of the eighteen pieces, ten were written specifically for this volume.

In the fifty-odd years since Baldwin’s essay was published, entire generations
have dared everything and made significant progress. But the idea that we are
living in the post-Civil Rights era, that we are a “post-racial” society is an
inaccurate and harmful reflection of a truth the country must confront. Baldwin’s
“fire next time” is now upon us, and it needs to be talked about.

Contributors include Carol Anderson, Jericho Brown, Garnette Cadogan,
Edwidge Danticat, Rachel Kaadzi Ghansah, Mitchell S. Jackson, Honoree
Jeffers, Kima Jones, Kiese Laymon, Daniel Jose Older, Emily Raboteau, Claudia
Rankine, Clint Smith, Natasha Trethewey, Wendy S. Walters, Isabel Wilkerson,
and Kevin Young.
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National Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward takes James Baldwin’s 1963 examination of race in America,
The Fire Next Time, as a jumping off point for this groundbreaking collection of essays and poems about
race from the most important voices of her generation and our time.

In light of recent tragedies and widespread protests across the nation, The Progressive magazine republished
one of its most famous pieces: James Baldwin’s 1962 “Letter to My Nephew,” which was later published in
his landmark book, The Fire Next Time. Addressing his fifteen-year-old namesake on the one hundredth
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, Baldwin wrote: “You know and I know, that the country is
celebrating one hundred years of freedom one hundred years too soon.”

Award-winning author Jesmyn Ward knows that Baldwin’s words ring as true as ever today. In response, she
has gathered short essays, memoir, and a few essential poems to engage the question of race in the United
States. And she has turned to some of her generation’s most original thinkers and writers to give voice to
their concerns.

The Fire This Time is divided into three parts that shine a light on the darkest corners of our history, wrestle
with our current predicament, and envision a better future. Of the eighteen pieces, ten were written
specifically for this volume.

In the fifty-odd years since Baldwin’s essay was published, entire generations have dared everything and
made significant progress. But the idea that we are living in the post-Civil Rights era, that we are a “post-
racial” society is an inaccurate and harmful reflection of a truth the country must confront. Baldwin’s “fire
next time” is now upon us, and it needs to be talked about.

Contributors include Carol Anderson, Jericho Brown, Garnette Cadogan, Edwidge Danticat, Rachel Kaadzi
Ghansah, Mitchell S. Jackson, Honoree Jeffers, Kima Jones, Kiese Laymon, Daniel Jose Older, Emily
Raboteau, Claudia Rankine, Clint Smith, Natasha Trethewey, Wendy S. Walters, Isabel Wilkerson, and
Kevin Young.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[A] stirring anthology that takes more cues from Baldwin than just its title ...  every poem and essay in
Ward’s volume remains grounded in a harsh reality that our nation, at large, refuses fully to confront."
—The New York Times Book Review

"[A] powerful book ... alive with purpose, conviction and intellect."
—The New York Times

"With this gorgeous chorus — Ward has done the same [as her ancestors]: she has created a world, a space,
the one she, herself, was seeking. A new type of belonging, a new place to belong, is exactly what she has
given us."
—L.A. Review of Books

"[W]hat The Fire This Time does best is to affirm the power of literature and its capacity for reflection and
imagination, to collectively acknowledge the need for a much larger conversation, to understand these split-
second actions in present, past, and future tense, the way that stories impel us to do. This is a book that seeks
to place the shock of our own times into historical context and, most importantly, to move these times
forward."
—Vogue

"The Fire This Time is a powerful, rewarding read that gets to the heart of what it means to be black in
America today."
—The Root

“A half century ago James Baldwin, the prophet in the American wilderness, delivered The Fire Next
Time—as complex a reckoning with race, morality and human nature as we have seen. Jesmyn Ward has
pulled together in this collection you now hold the incisive, sage, angry and deeply complex voices of a new
generation, responding to many of the same questions that confronted us in 1963. To Baldwin's call we now
have a choral response—one that should be read by every one of us committed to the cause of equality and
freedom.”
—Jelani Cobb, historian

“In 1963, we were poised on a precipice, intellectually, spiritually, politically primed for the change we
knew had to come. Now, some half-century later, we are again at the precipice. We are dismayed and
disheartened to find ourselves here, aghast that the rules and players have changed but the game, somehow,
is the same. What do we do, this post-Civil Rights generation, in the face of the same injustice, dressed in
different clothes, coded in different laws? In The Fire This Time, a new generation of black writers speak
with the ‘fierce urgency of now.’”
—Ayana Mathis, novelist

“Fires destroy things…burns them up…makes ashes for us all…But fires also keep us warm…give us a glow
to sit by…to tell ancestry stories to the children against the rhythmic crackle of history…to make love to
against the glow. The generation of segregations gave us The Fire Next Time…we broke down those
walls…The generation after segregation gives us the water to mix with the ashes to



build…something…anything all…in the words of Margaret Walker…our own. This is a book to pick up and
tuck under our hearts to see what we can build.”
—Nikki Giovanni, poet

"Timely contributions to an urgent national conversation."
—Kirkus Reviews

"An absolutely indispensable anthology."
—Booklist (starred review)

"Ward's remarkable achievement is the gift of freshly minted perspectives on a tale that may seem old and
twice-told. Readers in search of conversations about race in America should start here."
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"Groundbreaking."
—Library Journal

About the Author
Jesmyn Ward received her MFA from the University of Michigan and was a recipient of a Stegner
Fellowship, a John and Renee Grisham Writers Residency, and the Strauss Living Prize. She is currently an
associate professor of creative writing at Tulane University and author of the novels Where the Line Bleeds
and Salvage the Bones, which won the 2011 National Book Award. She is also the author of the memoir,
Men We Reaped, which was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award and won the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize and the Media for a Just Society Award. She lives in Mississippi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Fire This Time:
A New Generation Speaks about Race suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Raceis one of several
books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Denise Welton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.



Marva Larson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks
about Race reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Fire This Time: A New
Generation Speaks about Race as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Kathleen Carroll:

This The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks about Race is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Fire This Time:
A New Generation Speaks about Race can be the light food for you because the information inside that book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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