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Master Spy, first published in 1952, recounts the career of Admiral Wilhelm
Canaris, who served as Hitler's Chief of Intelligence for nine years, but who was
also a quiet supporter of the German resistance to Hitler and the ruling Nazi
Party. Charming, exacting, mistrustful, and soft-spoken, Canaris became an
Admiral during the first World War, but officially entered the Abwehr (Security
Service) in 1935 of which he was later to become head. The book details the
military and diplomatic interchanges in which he took part, including the
incidents in which Canaris sabotaged and betrayed German plans, from the
Munich pact to the proposed invasion of England and throughout the war, until
his deposition by Hitler in 1944, and his execution in 1945. Perhaps most
importantly, Canaris personally talked General Franco out of entering the war on
Germany’s side, arguing that he would be aligning himself with the wrong side.
This prevented any assault on Gibraltar and kept the Mediterranean open for
allied shipping. Without Canaris, the allies would have had significant difficulty
in launching their North African, Sicilian or Italian campaigns.

After Stauffenberg’s July 20, 1944 bomb plot against Hitler, the Canaris group
was implicated, arrested and transferred to various concentration camps. In
September 1944, incriminating documents were found in the safe of Abwehr
officer Werner Schrader following that officer’s July 28, 1944 suicide. Later,
Canaris’ complete personal diary was found in another safe at Zossen. The
diaries made clear that Canaris had been playing a double game against the Nazis
since before the war, enraging Hitler. On April 9, 1945, Canaris and several other
members of the Abwehr resistance circle were put on trial in an SS kangaroo
court and were hung at KZ Flossenburg on Hitler’s direct orders.

Author Ian Colvin, a correspondent of the London News Chronicle, had worked
in pre-war Berlin where he made secret contacts with anti-Nazis. He was later
expelled from Germany.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold McDonough:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Master Spy: The Incredible Story of
Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, Who, While Hitler's Chief of Intelligence, Was a Secret Ally of the British is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

James Reed:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Master Spy: The Incredible Story of Admiral Wilhelm
Canaris, Who, While Hitler's Chief of Intelligence, Was a Secret Ally of the British is kind of book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donna Hoffmann:

The e-book untitled Master Spy: The Incredible Story of Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, Who, While Hitler's
Chief of Intelligence, Was a Secret Ally of the British is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Master Spy: The Incredible Story of Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, Who, While Hitler's Chief of Intelligence,
Was a Secret Ally of the British from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ricky Bodkin:

Master Spy: The Incredible Story of Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, Who, While Hitler's Chief of Intelligence,
Was a Secret Ally of the British can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language,



easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Master Spy: The Incredible Story of Admiral Wilhelm
Canaris, Who, While Hitler's Chief of Intelligence, Was a Secret Ally of the British yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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