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The landscape of the Middle East has changed dramatically since 2011, as have
the political arena and the discourse around democracy. In Islam and Democracy
after the Arab Spring, John L. Esposito, John Voll, and Tamara Sonn examine
the state of democracy in Muslim-majority societies today. Applying a twenty-
first century perspective to the question of whether Islam is "compatible" with
democracy, they redirect the conversation toward a new politics of democracy
that transcends both secular authoritarianism and Political Islam.

While the opposition movements of the Arab Spring vary from country to
country, each has raised questions regarding equality, economic justice,
democratic participation, and the relationship between Islam and democracy in
their respective countries. Does democracy require a secular political regime?
Are religious movements the most effective opponents of authoritarian secularist
regimes? Esposito, Voll, and Sonn examine these questions and shed light on
how these opposition movements reflect the new global realities of media
communication and sources of influence and power. Positioned for a broad
readership of scholars and students, policy-makers, and media experts, Islam and
Democracy after the Arab Spring will quickly become a go-to for all who watch
the Middle East, inside and outside of academia.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a very timely book. At a time where many observers are questioning the possibility of a true
democratic process within Muslim majority countries, this series of essays shows, from Turkey to Iran,
Senegal to Indonesia, that the political experiences are multiple and the way toward democratization is
complex, yet open. The authors invite the reader to avoid simplistic conclusions about Islam and democracy.
A critical achievement." --Tariq Ramadan, Professor of Contemporary Islamic Studies at the University of
Oxford

"Democracy can take many forms, and the struggle of Muslim majority countries to find a democracy suited
to their distinct cultural and political experiences is, as outlined in Islam and Democracy after the Arab
Spring, an epoch-making experiment. Countering the 'clash of civilizations' and 'end of history' prophecies,
Esposito, Sonn, and Voll show how pre- and post-Arab spring political developments in Muslim majority
countries are marathon battles to end authoritarian practices in politics, religion, culture and statecraft. A
must-read for those wishing to gain a nuanced understanding of the volatile and complex developments tied
to Muslim efforts to make democracy a reality." --Ebrahim Moosa, Professor of Islamic Studies, Keough
School of Global Affairs, University of Notre Dame

"For those who see in the apparent failure of the 'Arab spring' proof of the incompatibility of Islam and
democratization, Esposito, Sonn, and Voll's new book offers a nuanced and brilliant rejoinder. No work that
I know succeeds better at explaining the logic of the political struggles underway in the modern Muslim
world. None more fully deserves to be read by scholars and the general reader alike." --Robert W. Hefner,
author of Civil Islam: Muslims and Democratization in Indonesia

"Excellent historical backgroundEL they present many facets of Islam with balance and insight. This is a
detailed picture of democracy as alive and well in majority-Muslim countries, and an excellent text for
considering what the future holds for international Islam." - Publishers Weekly

About the Author

John L. Esposito is University Professor, Professor of Religion & International Affairs and of Islamic
Studies, and Founding Director of the Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at the Walsh
School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University.

Tamara Sonn is the Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani Professor in the History of Islam in the Alwaleed Center
for Muslim-Christian Understanding at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown



University.

John O. Voll is Professor Emeritus of Islamic History and past Associate Director of the Alwaleed bin Talal
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

This Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Islam and
Democracy after the Arab Spring without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring having fine arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

David Marx:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring as the daily
resource information.

Jennifer Bryan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Islam and Democracy after the Arab
Spring can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

David Smith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring was filled in relation to



science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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