
The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to
Kant

By Robert Doran

The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to Kant By Robert Doran

In this book, Robert Doran offers the first in-depth treatment of the major
theories of the sublime, from the ancient Greek treatise On the Sublime
(attributed to 'Longinus') and its reception in early modern literary theory to the
philosophical accounts of Burke and Kant. Doran explains how and why the
sublime became a key concept of modern thought and shows how the various
theories of sublimity are united by a common structure - the paradoxical
experience of being at once overwhelmed and exalted - and a common concern:
the preservation of a notion of transcendence in the face of the secularization of
modern culture. Combining intellectual history with literary theory and
philosophical analysis, his book provides a new, searching and multilayered
account of a concept that continues to stimulate thought about our responses to
art, nature and human events.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I cannot say enough how good I think this book is. It is the best discussion of the origins and establishing of
the sublime and is wonderful in its scholarly deployment of such a wide range of authors and texts. Doran's
treatment of Kant is of the greatest interest. Kant's mature theory is examined in the context of his broader
moral philosophy as well as through its presentation in the Critique of Judgment."
Paul Crowther, National University of Ireland, Galway

"Doran is one of the very few scholars to have succeeded in making a significant contribution to the
understanding of both the Longinian version of the sublime and its modern offspring from Boileau to Kant.
Combining sophisticated readings of particular texts with an impressive sweep of intellectual history, this
book offers a fascinating analysis of one of the most important concepts in aesthetics."
Stephen Halliwell, Wardlaw Professor of Classics, University of St Andrews

"Robert Doran's new book provides a much-needed systematic, detailed and comprehensive survey of the
idea of the sublime, tracing it from its origin in the obscure third-century work attributed to Longinus,
through its major expositors in the modern era, including Boileau, Dennis, Burke, and especially Kant, who
gets the most detailed treatment. This work is a welcome addition to the limited literature on the sublime;
any student of the subject will profit from Doran's intelligent and well-informed inquiry into the subject."
Whitley Kaufman, Philosophy in Review

"... there is much of value in Doran's work. All students of Kant can benefit from his presentation of
'Longinus' and of figures often better known to literary scholars rather than philosophers, such as Boileau,
Dennis, and even Burke. And all will benefit by working through his detailed interpretation of Kant on the
sublime even if they do not agree with it all."
Paul Guyer, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author
Robert Doran is Associate Professor of French and Comparative Literature at the University of Rochester,
New York. He is the author of The Ethics of Theory: Philosophy, History, Literature (2016) and the editor of
three books: Philosophy of History after Hayden White (2013), Hayden White's The Fiction of Narrative
(2010), and René Girard's Mimesis and Theory (2008). Professor Doran holds a PhD in Comparative
Literature from Stanford University, California and a PhD in General and Comparative Literature from the
Sorbonne Nouvelle-Paris III.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Johnson:

The book The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to Kant can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Theory of the
Sublime from Longinus to Kant? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book



The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to Kant has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Stewart:

This The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to Kant is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Theory of the
Sublime from Longinus to Kant can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and knowledge.

Cheryl Ruiz:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to Kant can make you truly feel
more interested to read.

Katherine Velasquez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just seeking the The Theory of the Sublime from Longinus to Kant when you required
it?
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