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During the Cold War, several prominent African American radical activist-
intellectuals—including W.E.B. and Shirley Graham Du Bois, journalist William
Worthy, Marxist feminist Vicki Garvin, and freedom fighters Mabel and Robert
Williams—traveled and lived in China. There, they used a variety of media to
express their solidarity with Chinese communism and to redefine the relationship
between Asian struggles against imperialism and black American movements
against social, racial, and economic injustice. In The East Is Black, Taj Frazier
examines the ways in which these figures and the Chinese government embraced
the idea of shared struggle against U.S. policies at home and abroad. He analyzes
their diverse cultural output (newsletters, print journalism, radio broadcasts,
political cartoons, lectures, and documentaries) to document how they imagined
communist China’s role within a broader vision of a worldwide anticapitalist
coalition against racism and imperialism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this masterful and beautifully written book, Robeson Taj Frazier executes a remarkable feat by braiding
inextricably the foremost domestic reform of the past half-century—the collapse of Jim Crow—with the
most important global trend of this same period: the rise of China."
(Gerald Horne, author of The Counter-Revolution of 1776: Slave Resistance and the Origins of the United
States of America)

"The East Is Black is one of the most brilliant examinations of the possibilities and limits of the global
radical imaginary to appear in the last quarter century. In charting the encounters of six black
intellectuals/activists with Mao's China, Frazier offers a sophisticated, sobering view of transnational
solidarity. He skillfully peels back the romantic exterior of revolution, revealing a complex set of
misunderstandings, misrepresentations, and political dissembling alongside powerful moments of recognition
and revelation. If, as Stuart Hall famously wrote, 'hegemony is hard work,' then Frazier demonstrates that
global counter-hegemony is even harder."
(Robin D. G. Kelley, author of Africa Speaks, America Answers: Modern Jazz in Revolutionary Times)

"The East Is Black deepens studies on transnational political activism and knowledge travels. Well organized
and accessible, this book will work well in upper-division undergraduate and graduate seminars on African
American studies, media studies, and U.S. Cold War history."
(Cindy I-Fen Cheng Journal of American History 2016-06-01)

"As it stands, Robeson Taj Frazier has written a monumentally successful monograph that is close to
flawless in assessing other horizons and limits of Cold War China for Black radicals. Frazier has helped to
raise the bar for future scholars assessing what C. L.R. James once called the "rise and fall" of world
revolution."
(Bill V. Mullen Black Scholar)

"The East is Black is a brilliant work that explores how the People’s Republic of China (prc) inspired the
political imaginations of African American radicals during the Cold War.... Overall, The East is Black is a
delight to read. Frazier writes in a fluid and compelling manner... [the book] should attract a broad readership
among academics and students who are interested in race and radicalism in the United States and Asia."
(Judy Tzu-Chun Wu The Journal of American-East Asian Relations)

"Frazier’s The East is Black is a deeply nuanced and well-researched book that enriches the literature on
twentieth century black internationalism.... Through careful and in-depth analysis, Frazier has written an
important study, which will enhance undergraduate and graduate course syllabi on a range of topics
including Race and Ethnicity, Transnationalism, and the modern African Diaspora."
(Keisha N. Blain American Studies 2016-06-01)

"The East is Black is a compelling account of transnational interaction between American black political
radicals and China from the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949 until the 1970s.
Robeson Taj Frazier’s book is a valuable addition to an exploding historiography on transnational contacts
between individuals and groups separated by territorial borders but united by commonalities beyond the



nation-state."
(Pete Millwood History 2017-01-24)

About the Author

Robeson Taj Frazier is Assistant Professor at the Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism at
the University of Southern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The East Is Black: Cold War China in the Black Radical Imagination why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

George Seal:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The East Is Black: Cold War China
in the Black Radical Imagination can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Juan Turgeon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The East Is Black: Cold War China in the
Black Radical Imagination or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes The East Is Black: Cold War China in the Black Radical Imagination to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Timothy Montgomery:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this



time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The East Is Black: Cold War China in the Black Radical Imagination can make you
experience more interested to read.
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