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The greatest accomplishment of Western civilization is arguably the achievement
of individual liberty through limits on the power of the state. In the war-torn
twentieth century, we rarely hear that one of the main costs of armed conflict is
long-term loss of liberty to winners and losers alike. Beyond the obvious and
direct costs of dead and wounded soldiers, there is the lifetime struggle of
veterans to live with their nightmares and their injuries; the hidden economic
costs of inflation, debts, and taxes; and more generally the damages caused to our
culture, our morality, and to civilization at large. The new edition is now
available in paperback, with a number of new essays. It represents a large-scale
collective effort to pierce the veils of myth and propaganda to reveal the true
costs of war, above all, the cost to liberty.

Central to this volume are the views of Ludwig von Mises on war and foreign
policy. Mises argued that war, along with colonialism and imperialism, is the
greatest enemy of freedom and prosperity, and that peace throughout the world
cannot be achieved until the central governments of the major nations become
limited in scope and power. In the spirit of these theorems by Mises, the
contributors to this volume consider the costs of war generally and assess specific
corrosive effects of major American wars since the Revolution. The first section
includes chapters on the theoretical and institutional dimensions of the
relationship between war and society, including conscription, infringements on
freedom, the military as an engine of social change, war and literature, and the
right of citizens to bear arms. The second group includes reconsiderations of
Lincoln and Churchill, an analysis of the anti-interventionist idea in American
politics, a discussion of the meaning of the "just war," an assessment of how
World War I changed the course of Western civilization, and finally two
eyewitness accounts of the true horrors of actual combat by veterans of World
War II. The Costs of War is unique in its combination of historical scope and
timeliness for current debates about foreign policy and military intervention. It
will be of interest to historians, political scientists, economists, and sociologists.
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The greatest accomplishment of Western civilization is arguably the achievement of individual liberty
through limits on the power of the state. In the war-torn twentieth century, we rarely hear that one of the
main costs of armed conflict is long-term loss of liberty to winners and losers alike. Beyond the obvious and
direct costs of dead and wounded soldiers, there is the lifetime struggle of veterans to live with their
nightmares and their injuries; the hidden economic costs of inflation, debts, and taxes; and more generally
the damages caused to our culture, our morality, and to civilization at large. The new edition is now available
in paperback, with a number of new essays. It represents a large-scale collective effort to pierce the veils of
myth and propaganda to reveal the true costs of war, above all, the cost to liberty.

Central to this volume are the views of Ludwig von Mises on war and foreign policy. Mises argued that war,
along with colonialism and imperialism, is the greatest enemy of freedom and prosperity, and that peace
throughout the world cannot be achieved until the central governments of the major nations become limited
in scope and power. In the spirit of these theorems by Mises, the contributors to this volume consider the
costs of war generally and assess specific corrosive effects of major American wars since the Revolution.
The first section includes chapters on the theoretical and institutional dimensions of the relationship between
war and society, including conscription, infringements on freedom, the military as an engine of social
change, war and literature, and the right of citizens to bear arms. The second group includes reconsiderations
of Lincoln and Churchill, an analysis of the anti-interventionist idea in American politics, a discussion of the
meaning of the "just war," an assessment of how World War I changed the course of Western civilization,
and finally two eyewitness accounts of the true horrors of actual combat by veterans of World War II. The
Costs of War is unique in its combination of historical scope and timeliness for current debates about foreign
policy and military intervention. It will be of interest to historians, political scientists, economists, and
sociologists.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Costs of War... ranks among the best collection of articles ever assembled on the history of United
States wars that built the state, shredded the Constitution, and raised up an empire."

– Free Market

"[An] insightful and provocative collection of essays."

– Dwight D. Murphey, Conservative Review

About the Author

John V. Denson is a partner in the law firm of Samford, Denson, Horsley, Pettey & Martin, vice chairman of
the Ludwig von Mises Institute, and a trustee of Auburn University in Alabama.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Ellis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories.

Federico Hayward:

This The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories can be on the
list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Costs of War:
America's Pyrrhic Victories giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Cleora Yarbro:

This The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories is new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic
Victories can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Mary Adamczyk:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories can make you feel more interested to read.
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