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Despite its avowed commitment to liberalism and democracy internationally, the
United States has frequently chosen to back repressive or authoritarian regimes in
parts of the world. In this comprehensive examination of American support of
right-wing dictatorships, David Schmitz challenges the contention that the
democratic impulse has consistently motivated U.S. foreign policy.
Compelled by a persistent concern for order and influenced by a paternalistic
racism that characterized non-Western peoples as vulnerable to radical ideas,
U.S. policymakers viewed authoritarian regimes as the only vehicles for
maintaining political stability and encouraging economic growth in nations such
as Nicaragua and Iran, Schmitz argues. Expediency overcame ideology, he says,
and the United States gained useful--albeit brutal and corrupt--allies who
supported American policies and provided a favorable atmosphere for U.S. trade.
But such policy was not without its critics and did not remain static, Schmitz
notes. Instead, its influence waxed and waned over the course of five decades,
until the U.S. interventions in Vietnam marked its culmination.
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Despite its avowed commitment to liberalism and democracy internationally, the United States has
frequently chosen to back repressive or authoritarian regimes in parts of the world. In this comprehensive
examination of American support of right-wing dictatorships, David Schmitz challenges the contention that
the democratic impulse has consistently motivated U.S. foreign policy.
Compelled by a persistent concern for order and influenced by a paternalistic racism that characterized non-
Western peoples as vulnerable to radical ideas, U.S. policymakers viewed authoritarian regimes as the only
vehicles for maintaining political stability and encouraging economic growth in nations such as Nicaragua
and Iran, Schmitz argues. Expediency overcame ideology, he says, and the United States gained useful--
albeit brutal and corrupt--allies who supported American policies and provided a favorable atmosphere for
U.S. trade.
But such policy was not without its critics and did not remain static, Schmitz notes. Instead, its influence
waxed and waned over the course of five decades, until the U.S. interventions in Vietnam marked its
culmination.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Quite simply, the most powerful rebuttal to the 'triumphalist' school that has appeared since the end of the
Cold War.

Thomas J. Knock, Southern Methodist University"

"Schmitz's masterful study illuminates the lamentably close ties between the U.S. government and right-wing
regimes.

William O. Walker III, Florida International University"

Quite simply, the most powerful rebuttal to the 'triumphalist' school that has appeared since the end of the
Cold War.

Thomas J. Knock, Southern Methodist University

Schmitz's masterful study illuminates the lamentably close ties between the U.S. government and right-wing
regimes.

William O. Walker III, Florida International University

Review
This is a powerful, important book. Schmitz's masterful study illuminates the lamentably close ties between
the U.S. government and right-wing regimes, forcing us to reexamine our assumptions about the very nature
of American foreign policy.--William O. Walker III, Florida International University

In this highly original, prodigiously researched study, David F. Schmitz dispassionately chronicles the dark
side of America's mission in the twentieth century--a disturbing indictment of policy makers who, in all too
many instances, favored the establishment of foreign governments run by fascists and mass murderers rather
than by divers hybrid New Dealers. Thank God They're on Our Side is, quite simply, the most powerful
rebuttal to the 'triumphalist' school that has appeared since the end of the Cold War.--Thomas J. Knock,
Southern Methodist University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marissa Wegener:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Thank God They're on Our
Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.



You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Grace Harrell:

This Thank God They're on Our Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965 are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Thank God They're on Our Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965 can be on the
list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Thank God
They're on Our Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965 giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rene Hudson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Thank God They're
on Our Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965 suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Thank God They're on Our
Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965is a single of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Gary Wells:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Thank God They're on Our Side: The
United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Thank God They're on Our Side:
The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921-1965 can to be your brand-new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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