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This outstanding and original book, presented here with a new preface, examines
the history of material culture in early modern China. Craig Clunas analyzes
“superfluous things”?the paintings, calligraphy, bronzes, ceramics, carved jade,
and other objects owned by the elites of Ming China?and describes contemporary
attitudes to them. He informs his discussions with reference to both socio-cultural
theory and current debates on eighteenth-century England concerning luxury,
conspicuous consumption, and the growth of the consumer society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"One of those rare books whose every chapter makes you think, often about features of Chinese society that
we have too long taken for granted....Inspiring, even entertaining."

Bold and insightful.... Clunas establishes the importance of material consumption as an index of much larger
historical processes. Students of early modern Europe as well as China will find [his] arguments both
pertinent and compelling.-- "American Historical Review"

The sense of completeness that characterizes Clunas' writing has something to do with the self-assured patter
of his prose, with its intense and unwavering focus on the subject before him. But it has more to do with his
reach, his willingness to cross the disciplinary boundaries of his field.... An eye-opening pleasure to read.--
"Ming Studies"

One of those rare books whose every chapter makes you think, often about features of Chinese society that
we have too long taken for granted.... Inspiring, even entertaining.-- "Journal of Asian Studies"

Review
The sense of completeness that characterizes Clunas’ writing has something to do with the self-assured patter
of his prose, with its intense and unwavering focus on the subject before him. But it has more to do with his
reach, his willingness to cross the disciplinary boundaries of his field.... An eye-opening pleasure to read.
(Ming Studies)

Bold and insightful.... Clunas establishes the importance of material consumption as an index of much larger
historical processes. Students of early modern Europe as well as China will find [his] arguments both
pertinent and compelling. (American Historical Review)

One of those rare books whose every chapter makes you think, often about features of Chinese society that
we have too long taken for granted.... Inspiring, even entertaining. (Journal of Asian Studies)

About the Author
Craig Clunas is Percival David Chair of Chinese Art at SOAS, London, and the author of Superfluous
Things, Fruitful Sites: Garden Culture in Ming Dynasty China, Pictures and Visuality in Early Modern
China, and Art in China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christian Rice:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like



looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Superfluous Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern
China.

Andria Miguel:

The book Superfluous Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a
book Superfluous Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Superfluous Things:
Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Dolores Mika:

Often the book Superfluous Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Superfluous
Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Barbara Folsom:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Superfluous Things: Material
Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt
Superfluous Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China as good book not simply by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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