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Can computer games be great literature? Do the rapidly evolving and culturally
expanding genres of digital literature mean that the narrative mode of
discourse?novels, films, television series?is losing its dominant position in our
culture? Isit necessary to define a new aesthetics of cyborg textuality?

In Cybertext, Espen Aarseth explores the aesthetics and textual dynamics of
digital literature and its diverse genres, including hypertext fiction, computer
games, computer-generated poetry and prose, and collaborative Internet texts
such as MUDs. Instead of insisting on the uniqueness and newness of electronic
writing and interactive fiction, however, Aarseth situates these literary forms
within the tradition of "ergodic" literature?aterm borrowed from physicsto
describe open, dynamic texts such asthe | Ching or Apollinaire's calligrams, with
which the reader must perform specific actions to generate a literary sequence.

Constructing a theoretical model that describes how new electronic forms build
on thistradition, Aarseth bridges the widely assumed divide between paper texts
and electronic texts. He then uses the perspective of ergodic aesthetics to
reexamine literary theories of narrative, semiotics, and rhetoric and to explore the
implications of applying these theories to materials for which they were not
intended.
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In Cybertext, Espen Aarseth explores the aesthetics and textual dynamics of digital literature and its diverse
genres, including hypertext fiction, computer games, computer-generated poetry and prose, and collaborative
Internet texts such as MUDSs. Instead of insisting on the uniqueness and newness of electronic writing and
interactive fiction, however, Aarseth situates these literary forms within the tradition of "ergodic" literature?a
term borrowed from physics to describe open, dynamic texts such as the I Ching or Apollinaire's calligrams,
with which the reader must perform specific actions to generate aliterary sequence.

Constructing atheoretical mode that describes how new electronic forms build on this tradition, Aarseth
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Editorial Review
Review
A book that critics and researchersin the field cannot easily ignore.

(Svenska Dagbladet)

In many respects, thisis the book | and many others have been waiting for. | have not seen any work so
comprehensive in its synthesis of previous commentary. Aarseth's brilliant observations remind me of
McL uhan's 'probes ?highly condensed, provocative statements meant to generate controversy and insight.
Thisis clearly the best study of electronic texts | have yet read.

(Stuart Moulthrop, University of Baltimore, author of Victory Garden)
About the Author

Espen J. Aarseth is associate professor in the Department of Humanistic Informatics, University of Bergen,
Norway.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charlotte Hawley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Yes,
by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic
Literature book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

France Brown:

The actual book Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature hasalot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can aobtain the point easily after perusing this book.



Callie Allen:

Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Cybertext: Perspectives
on Ergodic Literature but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely
new stage of crucia considering.

Joseph Wilds:

Y ou can get this Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issueif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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