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Taking the reader into the heart of one of the fastest-growing religious
movements in North America, Sabina Magliocco reveals how the disciplines of
anthropology and folklore were fundamental to the early development of Neo-
Paganism and the revival of witchcraft. Magliocco examines the roots that this
religious movement has in a Western spiritual tradition of mysticism disavowed
by the Enlightenment. She explores, too, how modern Pagans and Witches are
imaginatively reclaiming discarded practices and beliefs to create religions more
in keeping with their personal experience of the world as sacred and filled with
meaning. Neo-Pagan religions focus on experience, rather than belief, and many
contemporary practitioners have had mystical experiences. They seek a context
that normalizes them and creates in them new spiritual dimensions that involve
change in ordinary consciousness.

Magliocco analyzes magical practices and rituals of Neo-Paganism as art forms
that reanimate the cosmos and stimulate the imagination of its practitioners. She
discusses rituals that are put together using materials from a variety of cultural
and historical sources, and examines the cultural politics surrounding the
movement—how the Neo-Pagan movement creates identity by contrasting itself
against the dominant culture and how it can be understood in the context of early
twenty-first-century identity politics.

Witching Culture is the first ethnography of this religious movement to focus
specifically on the role of anthropology and folklore in its formation, on
experiences that are central to its practice, and on what it reveals about identity
and belief in twenty-first-century North America.
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Taking the reader into the heart of one of the fastest-growing religious movements in North America, Sabina
Magliocco reveals how the disciplines of anthropology and folklore were fundamental to the early
development of Neo-Paganism and the revival of witchcraft. Magliocco examines the roots that this religious
movement has in a Western spiritual tradition of mysticism disavowed by the Enlightenment. She explores,
too, how modern Pagans and Witches are imaginatively reclaiming discarded practices and beliefs to create
religions more in keeping with their personal experience of the world as sacred and filled with meaning.
Neo-Pagan religions focus on experience, rather than belief, and many contemporary practitioners have had
mystical experiences. They seek a context that normalizes them and creates in them new spiritual dimensions
that involve change in ordinary consciousness.

Magliocco analyzes magical practices and rituals of Neo-Paganism as art forms that reanimate the cosmos
and stimulate the imagination of its practitioners. She discusses rituals that are put together using materials
from a variety of cultural and historical sources, and examines the cultural politics surrounding the
movement—how the Neo-Pagan movement creates identity by contrasting itself against the dominant culture
and how it can be understood in the context of early twenty-first-century identity politics.

Witching Culture is the first ethnography of this religious movement to focus specifically on the role of
anthropology and folklore in its formation, on experiences that are central to its practice, and on what it
reveals about identity and belief in twenty-first-century North America.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Magliocco impressively corrals the diverse writings and experiences of U.S. neo-pagans into this highly
readable and deeply researched ethnographic study. . . . Highly recommended."—Choice

From the Publisher
Sabina Magliocco teaches anthropology at California State University, Northridge.

About the Author
Sabina Magliocco teaches anthropology at California State University, Northridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

The actual book Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography)
will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Witching Culture: Folklore
and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography) is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jill Vaughn:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography).

Geneva Milbourn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-
Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography) as good book but
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by
its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through



sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sylvia Langley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary
Ethnography) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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