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During the Principate (roughly from 27 BC to AD ), when the empire reached its
maximum extent, Roman society and culture were radically transformed. But
how was the vast territory of the empire controlled? Did the demands of central
government stimulate economic growth or endanger survival? What forces of
cohesion operated to balance the social and economic inequalities and high
mortality rates? How did the official religion react in the face of the diffusion of
alien cults and the emergence of Christianity?

These are some of the many questions posed here, in an expanded edition of the
original, pathbreaking account of the society, economy and culture of the Roman
empire. As an integrated study of the life and outlook of the life and outlook of
the ordinary inhabitants of the Roman world, it deepens our understanding of the
underlying factors in this important formative period of world history. Additions
to the second edition include an introductory chapter which sets the scene and
explores the consequences for government and the governing classes of the
replacement of the Republic by the rule of emperors. A second extra chapter
assesses how far Rome's subjects resisted her hegemony. Addenda to the
chapters throughout offer up-to-date bibliography and discussion of the state of
the question, and point to new evidence and approaches which have enlivened
Roman history in recent decades.
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During the Principate (roughly from 27 BC to AD ), when the empire reached its maximum extent, Roman
society and culture were radically transformed. But how was the vast territory of the empire controlled? Did
the demands of central government stimulate economic growth or endanger survival? What forces of
cohesion operated to balance the social and economic inequalities and high mortality rates? How did the
official religion react in the face of the diffusion of alien cults and the emergence of Christianity?

These are some of the many questions posed here, in an expanded edition of the original, pathbreaking
account of the society, economy and culture of the Roman empire. As an integrated study of the life and
outlook of the life and outlook of the ordinary inhabitants of the Roman world, it deepens our understanding
of the underlying factors in this important formative period of world history. Additions to the second edition
include an introductory chapter which sets the scene and explores the consequences for government and the
governing classes of the replacement of the Republic by the rule of emperors. A second extra chapter
assesses how far Rome's subjects resisted her hegemony. Addenda to the chapters throughout offer up-to-
date bibliography and discussion of the state of the question, and point to new evidence and approaches
which have enlivened Roman history in recent decades.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Garnsey is Emeritus Professor of the History of Classical Antiquity and a Fellow of Jesus College,
University of Cambridge, UK. His publications include Social Status and Legal Privilege in the Roman
Empire (1970), Famine and Food Supply in the Graeco-Roman World (1988), Ideas of Slavery from
Aristotle to Augustine (1996), Cities, Peasants and Food (1998), Food and Society in Classical Antiquity
(1999) and Thinking about Property, antiquity to the age of revolution (2007).

Richard Saller is the Dean of the School of Humanities and Sciences at Stanford University, USA. He is the
author of Personal Patronage under the Early Empire (1982), Patriarchy, Property, and Death in the Roman
Family (1994), co-editor of The Cambridge Economic History of Greco-Roman World (2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lila Smith:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture.

Jill White:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Roman
Empire: Economy, Society and Culture.

Alva Sexton:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture



or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any
other book likes The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Benjamin Martinez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Roman Empire: Economy,
Society and Culture to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture can
to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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