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There isalot more to photography than simply picking up a camera, pointing it
toward something, and tripping the shutter. Achieving a great photograph
requires thought and preparation, an understanding of the photographic process,
and afirm grasp of how light and composition affect a photo. There must be
personal involvement and persona expression. There must be experimentation,
with the recognition that only a small percentage of experiments end
successfully.

In this book, best-selling author and world-renowned photographer and teacher
Bruce Barnbaum explores these seldom-discussed issues by drawing upon his
personal experiences and observations from more than 40 years of photographing
and teaching. In addition to photographs, Bruce a so uses painting, music, and
writing, as well as the sciences and even business, to provide pertinent examples
of creative thinking. These examples serve as stepping-stones that will lead you
to your own heightened ability to see and be creative.

Creativity isatopic that is ailmost wholly ignored in formal education because
most instructors think that it cannot be taught or learned. To the contrary, Bruce
has proven that photographic seeing and creativity can be taught, learned, and
improved. This book expands on the ideas that are central to Bruce's method of
teaching photography, which he has used in workshops for the past 41 years.

Included in the book are in-depth discussions on the following topics:

- Defining your own unique rhythm and approach as a photographer

- How to tranglate the scene in front of you to the final photograph

- The differences and similarities between how an amateur and a professional
approach photography

- The differences between realism and abstraction, and the possibilities and
limitations of each

- Learning to expand your own seeing and creativity through classes, workshops,
and associating with other photographers
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- Why the rules of composition should be ignored
- How to follow your passion
- When to listen to the critics and when to ignore them

The book isrichly illustrated with over 90 photographs taken by Bruce aswell as
other photographers.Seeing and creativity are difficult to teach, but not
impossible. This very different, perhaps groundbreaking book is sure to inspire
photographers of all skill levels-from beginners to seasoned professionals-to
think deeply about the issuesinvolved in creating successful photographs.
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There is alot more to photography than simply picking up a camera, pointing it toward something, and
tripping the shutter. Achieving a great photograph requires thought and preparation, an understanding of the
photographic process, and a firm grasp of how light and composition affect a photo. There must be personal
involvement and personal expression. There must be experimentation, with the recognition that only a small
percentage of experiments end successfully.

In this book, best-selling author and world-renowned photographer and teacher Bruce Barnbaum explores
these seldom-discussed issues by drawing upon his personal experiences and observations from more than 40
years of photographing and teaching. In addition to photographs, Bruce also uses painting, music, and
writing, as well as the sciences and even business, to provide pertinent examples of creative thinking. These
examples serve as stepping-stones that will lead you to your own heightened ability to see and be credtive.

Creativity isatopic that is ailmost wholly ignored in formal education because most instructors think that it
cannot be taught or learned. To the contrary, Bruce has proven that photographic seeing and creativity can be
taught, learned, and improved. This book expands on the ideas that are central to Bruce's method of teaching
photography, which he has used in workshops for the past 41 years.

Included in the book are in-depth discussions on the following topics:

- Defining your own unigue rhythm and approach as a photographer

- How to trand ate the scene in front of you to the final photograph

- The differences and similarities between how an amateur and a professional approach photography

- The differences between realism and abstraction, and the possibilities and limitations of each

- Learning to expand your own seeing and creativity through classes, workshops, and associating with other
photographers

- Why the rules of composition should be ignored

- How to follow your passion

- When to listen to the critics and when to ignore them

The book isrichly illustrated with over 90 photographs taken by Bruce as well as other photographers.Seeing
and creativity are difficult to teach, but not impossible. This very different, perhaps groundbreaking book is
sure to inspire photographers of all skill levels-from beginners to seasoned professionals-to think deeply
about the issues involved in creating successful photographs.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bruce Barnbaum, of Granite Falls, WA, began photography as a hobbyist in the 1960s, and after four
decades, it is till his hobby. Photography has also been hislife's work for the past 40 years.

Bruce's educational background includes Bachelor's and Master's degrees in mathematics from UCLA. After
working for severa years as a mathematical analyst and computer programmer for missile guidance systems,
he abruptly left the field and turned to photography.

Bruce is recognized as one of the finest darkroom printers on this planet, both for his exceptional black-and-
white work, aswell asfor his color imagery. He understands light to an extent rarely found and combines
this understanding with mastery of composition, applying his knowledge to an extraordinarily wide range of
subject matter.

Bruce has authored several books, some of which have become classics. His early publication of The Art of
Photography: An Approach to Personal Expression (first published in1994 and going out of print in 2002)
was updated, revamped, and newly released in late 2010 by Rocky Nook. This new book became an instant
bestseller and is sure to remain aclassic for years to come.

Bruce has been an active environmental advocate for more than three decades, both independently and
through his involvement and leadership with organizations such as the Sierra Club, the National Audubon
Society, the Mountain Loop Conservancy, Futurewise, and the North Cascades Conservation Council.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
David Ochoa:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Essence of
Photography: Seeing and Creativity? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lewis Dall:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Essence
of Photography: Seeing and Creativity suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled The Essence of Photography: Seeing and Creativityis the one of several



books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, and so al of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This
book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world in this book.

Deana Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by itsinclude may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Essence of Photography: Seeing and Creativity why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Matthew Schwartz;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. The Essence of Photography: Seeing and Creativity can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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