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"For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who can give you
praise?" (Psalm 6:5)

Death is a profound and complex subject. How did the Israelites respond to it?●

The dead apparently went to Sheol. Where and what was it?●

The inhabitants of Sheol are sometimes called "shades." What does this●

indicate?
Many ancient peoples venerated their ancestors. Did Israelites do this?●

Did anyone hope for a positive afterlife? If so, in what form?●

What about resurrection? How and when did this belief emerge?●

Philip S. Johnston explores these and other issues. He examines Israelite views
on death and afterlife as reflected in the Hebrew Bible and in material remains,
and sets them in their cultural, literary and theological contexts. Johnston argues
in detail that the Israelites were not as preoccupied with the underworld or the
dead as some scholars have recently alleged. Instead, their faith that Yahweh was
the God of the living, and that Sheol was cut off from him, led eventually to the
hope of a positive afterlife. This important study sheds fresh light on Israelite
beliefs in an area central to the later development of the Christian faith.
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The inhabitants of Sheol are sometimes called "shades." What does this indicate?●

Many ancient peoples venerated their ancestors. Did Israelites do this?●

Did anyone hope for a positive afterlife? If so, in what form?●
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Philip S. Johnston explores these and other issues. He examines Israelite views on death and afterlife as
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a competent, comprehensive and accessible study, which makes a valuable contribution to an
important topic." (Richard Harvey, Tutor in Old Testament and Hebrew, All Nations Christian College)

"Fresh data and new interpretations ensure that death and the afterlife remain a lively center of debate within
Old Testament study. Philip Johnston has analyzed the arguments in masterly fashion, and his study will be a
must-read for anyone interested in knowing what the biblical writers actually say on the subject." (Robert
Gordon, Regius Professor of Hebrew, Cambridge University)

About the Author
Philip S. Johnston is director of studies in theology and religious studies and senior tutor at Hughes Hall,
Cambridge. He has taught at Belfast, St. Andrews and Oxford. He has published studies of Israelite afterlife
beliefs, and has an interest in Israel past and present--along with a commitment to reconciliation. His other
books include Les Psaumes, Interpreting the Psalms (coeditor with David Firth), Shades of Sheol and The
Land of Promise (coeditor with Peter Walker).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Shades of Sheol: Death and
Afterlife in the Old Testament to read.

Loren Benton:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Shades of Sheol: Death and Afterlife in the Old
Testament book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Nicole Norris:

This Shades of Sheol: Death and Afterlife in the Old Testament are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Shades of Sheol: Death and Afterlife in the Old Testament can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Shades of Sheol: Death and Afterlife in the Old Testament giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Allen Schlemmer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Shades of Sheol: Death and Afterlife in the Old Testament can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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