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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its
bananaindustry and the development of the United Fruit Company and Standard
Fruit into multinational corporations with significant political and economic
influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companies relied heavily on
an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in
Honduras immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment
throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers examines the West Indian immigrant
community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit industry,
revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers,
Protestants, blacks, and English speakersin the midst of popular Latin American
nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially
motivated initiatives of the Honduran government that defined acceptable
immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one unintended, though
perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of a
clearly defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic
toward native Hondurans. This conflict ultimately led to animosity between
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as between West
Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An al-inclusive Afro-
Honduran identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black
identity developed through West Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S.
capitalist interests to explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of
the West Indian community with locals. In Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as awhole and reveals the roles that culture,
language, ethnicity, and history played in the establishment of regional identities
within the broader African diaspora.
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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its bananaindustry and the
development of the United Fruit Company and Standard Fruit into multinational corporations with
significant political and economic influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companiesrelied
heavily on an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in Honduras
immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers
examines the West Indian immigrant community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit
industry, revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers, Protestants, blacks, and
English speakersin the midst of popular Latin American nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race
identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially motivated initiatives of the
Honduran government that defined acceptable immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one
unintended, though perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of aclearly
defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic toward native Hondurans. This
conflict ultimately led to animosity between English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as
between West Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An al-inclusive Afro-Honduran
identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black identity developed through West
Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S. capitalist interests to
explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of the West Indian community with locals. In Race,
Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as awhole and reveals the roles that culture, language, ethnicity, and
history played in the establishment of regional identities within the broader African diaspora.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Glenn A. Chambersis an assistant professor of history at Texas A&M University in College Station.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alice Hill:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own sparetime to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Race, Nation,
and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Pear| Sanders:

The book Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying
abook Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 to become your habit, you can
get alot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about severa or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Jennifer McMorris:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especialy fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940, it is possible
to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a publication.



Martha Dixon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Race,
Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-
1940 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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