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Consider an empty bottle or can, one of the hundreds of billions of beverage
containers that are discarded worldwide every year. Empty containers have been
at the center of intense political controversies, technological innovation
processes, and the modern environmental movement. Making a Green Machine
examines the development of the Scandinavian beverage container deposit-
refund system, which has the highest return rates in the world, from 1970 to
present. Finn Arne Jargensen investigates the challenges the system faced when
exported internationally and explores the critical role of technological
infrastructures and consumer convenience in modern recycling. His comparative
framework charts the complex network of business and political actors involved
in the development of the reverse vending machine (RVM) and bottle deposit
legislation to better understand the different historical trajectories empty
beverage containers have taken across markets, including the U.S. The RVM has
served as more than a hole in the wall--it began simply as atool for grocers who
had to handle empty refillable glass bottles, but has become a green machine to
redeem the empty beverage container, helping both business and consumers
participate in environmental actions.
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Consider an empty bottle or can, one of the hundreds of billions of beverage containers that are discarded
worldwide every year. Empty containers have been at the center of intense political controversies,
technological innovation processes, and the modern environmental movement. Making a Green Machine
examines the development of the Scandinavian beverage container deposit-refund system, which has the
highest return rates in the world, from 1970 to present. Finn Arne Jargensen investigates the challenges the
system faced when exported internationally and explores the critical role of technological infrastructures and
consumer convenience in modern recycling. His comparative framework charts the complex network of
business and political actorsinvolved in the development of the reverse vending machine (RVM) and bottle
deposit legislation to better understand the different historical trajectories empty beverage containers have
taken across markets, including the U.S. The RVM has served as more than a hole in the wall--it began
simply as atool for grocers who had to handle empty refillable glass bottles, but has become a green
machine to redeem the empty beverage container, hel ping both business and consumers participate in
environmental actions.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Finn Arne Jargensen has produced an absorbing and entertaining study of one specific aspect of re-use and
recycling in his exploration of what factors influence the fates of empty bottles and cans. It deliversinsight
into the complex relationships between the evolution of national environmental policies and the nexus of
business interests, technological development, and everyday environmentalism. Making a Green Machineis
awelcome and useful addition to the growing literature on how societies conceptualize and manage
consumer wastes."

(Technology and Culture 2013-01-01)

"Jargensen has provided a context for the reverse vending machine that situates it as a nexus for debates
about consumption, production, and the environment.”
(Carl Zimring author of Cash for Your Trash 2010-07-13)

"...astrong work that should serve as aresource for advocates, planners and policymakers, aswell as an
illustration of the strengths of an historical approach to science and technology studies."
(ICON: The Journal of the International Committee for the History of Technology 2013-06-01)

About the Author

Finn Arne Jgrgensen is an associ ate professor in history of technology and environment at Umea University,
Sweden.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rhonda Hoffman:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This Making a Green Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage
Container Recycling (Studiesin Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) book is readable by
means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving Making a Green Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage Container Recycling (Studies in Modern
Science, Technology, and the Environment) content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different asit. So, do you
neverthel ess thinking Making a Green Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage Container Recycling
(Studiesin Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?



Clarence Delapaz:

In this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. On the list of booksin the top
collection in your reading list is Making a Green Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage Container
Recycling (Studies in Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment). This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

Robin Holloway:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Making a Green Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage
Container Recycling (Studiesin Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) or others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especialy. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Making a Green
Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage Container Recycling (Studiesin Modern Science, Technology, and
the Environment) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

LisaKeener:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Making a Green Machine: The Infrastructure of Beverage Container Recycling (Studiesin
Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) when you needed it?
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