
Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay
Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable
(Routledge Advances in Theatre &
Performance Studies)

By Jacob Juntunen

Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the
Radical Palatable (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies)
By Jacob Juntunen

This book  demonstrates the political potential of mainstream theatre in the US at
the end of the twentieth century, tracing ideological change over time in the
reception of US mainstream plays taking HIV/AIDS as their topic from 1985 to
2000. This is the first study to combine the topics of the politics of performance,
LGBT theatre, and mainstream theatre’s political potential, a juxtaposition that
shows how radical ideas become mainstream, that is, how the dominant ideology
changes. Using materialist semiotics and extensive archival research, Juntunen
delineates the cultural history of four pivotal productions from that period?Larry
Kramer’s The Normal Heart (1985), Tony Kushner’s Angels in America (1992),
Jonathan Larson’s Rent (1996), and Moises Kaufman’s The Laramie Project
(2000). Examining the connection between AIDS, mainstream theatre, and the
media reveals key systems at work in ideological change over time during a
deadly epidemic whose effects changed the nation forever. Employing media
theory alongside nationalism studies and utilizing dozens of reviews for each
case study, the volume demonstrates that reviews are valuable evidence of how a
production was hailed by society’s ideological gatekeepers. Mixing this new use
of reviews alongside textual analysis and material study?such as the theaters’
locations, architectures, merchandise, program notes, and advertising?creates an
uncommonly rich description of these productions and their ideological effects.
This book will be of interest to scholars and students of theatre, politics, media
studies, queer theory, and US history, and to those with an interest in gay civil
rights, one of the most successful social movements of the late twentieth century.
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their topic from 1985 to 2000. This is the first study to combine the topics of the politics of performance,
LGBT theatre, and mainstream theatre’s political potential, a juxtaposition that shows how radical ideas
become mainstream, that is, how the dominant ideology changes. Using materialist semiotics and extensive
archival research, Juntunen delineates the cultural history of four pivotal productions from that period?Larry
Kramer’s The Normal Heart (1985), Tony Kushner’s Angels in America (1992), Jonathan Larson’s Rent
(1996), and Moises Kaufman’s The Laramie Project (2000). Examining the connection between AIDS,
mainstream theatre, and the media reveals key systems at work in ideological change over time during a
deadly epidemic whose effects changed the nation forever. Employing media theory alongside nationalism
studies and utilizing dozens of reviews for each case study, the volume demonstrates that reviews are
valuable evidence of how a production was hailed by society’s ideological gatekeepers. Mixing this new use
of reviews alongside textual analysis and material study?such as the theaters’ locations, architectures,
merchandise, program notes, and advertising?creates an uncommonly rich description of these productions
and their ideological effects. This book will be of interest to scholars and students of theatre, politics, media
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jacob Juntunen is Associate Professor in the Department of Theater and in the Women’s, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies Program at Southern Illinois University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fabian Luton:

The book Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable
(Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge
Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical
Palatable (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Donald Cortes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want
attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights:
Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Oliver:

This Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge
Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside.



So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge
Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Virginia Comer:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mainstream AIDS Theatre, the Media, and Gay
Civil Rights: Making the Radical Palatable (Routledge Advances in Theatre & Performance Studies) can be
the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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