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The first full-length study of animals in Jane Austen, Barbara K. Seeber’s book
situates the author’s work within the serious debates about human-animal
relations that began in the eighteenth century and continued into Austen’s
lifetime. Seeber shows that Austen’s writings consistently align the
objectification of nature with that of women and that Austen associates the
hunting, shooting, racing, and consuming of animals with the domination of
women. Austen’s complicated depictions of the use and abuse of nature also
challenge postcolonial readings that interpret, for example, Fanny Price’s
rejoicing in nature as a celebration of England’s imperial power. In Austen,
hunting and the owning of animals are markers of station and a prerogative of
power over others, while her representation of the hierarchy of food, where meat
occupies top position, is identified with a human-nature dualism that objectifies
not only nature, but also the women who are expected to serve food to men. In
placing Austen’s texts in the context of animal-rights arguments that arose in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, Seeber expands our understanding
of Austen’s participation in significant societal concerns and makes an important
contribution to animal, gender, food, and empire studies in the nineteenth
century.
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The first full-length study of animals in Jane Austen, Barbara K. Seeber’s book situates the author’s work
within the serious debates about human-animal relations that began in the eighteenth century and continued
into Austen’s lifetime. Seeber shows that Austen’s writings consistently align the objectification of nature
with that of women and that Austen associates the hunting, shooting, racing, and consuming of animals with
the domination of women. Austen’s complicated depictions of the use and abuse of nature also challenge
postcolonial readings that interpret, for example, Fanny Price’s rejoicing in nature as a celebration of
England’s imperial power. In Austen, hunting and the owning of animals are markers of station and a
prerogative of power over others, while her representation of the hierarchy of food, where meat occupies top
position, is identified with a human-nature dualism that objectifies not only nature, but also the women who
are expected to serve food to men. In placing Austen’s texts in the context of animal-rights arguments that
arose in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, Seeber expands our understanding of Austen’s
participation in significant societal concerns and makes an important contribution to animal, gender, food,
and empire studies in the nineteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review
Barbara Seeber offers us a fascinating new Austen by situating her writing - from letters and poetry to short
fiction and novels - in astutely aligned histories of women and animals. Read through intersecting 18th-
century arguments over animals' nature, the animal time of female biology, the assertion of dominance over
lower creatures that made sport a pleasure, and unexpected claims for vegetarianism, Austen's imagined
world grows darker, richer, and deeper even as literary approaches to animals gain added subtlety and
nuance.' Teresa L. Mangum, The University of Iowa, USA

About the Author
Barbara K. Seeber is Associate Professor of English at Brock University, Canada. She is the author of
General Consent in Jane Austen: A Study of Dialogism (2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Leishman:

The book Jane Austen and Animals can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Jane Austen and Animals? A number of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Jane Austen and Animals has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Roberta Swinton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Jane Austen and Animals book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joseph Wilds:

Here thing why this particular Jane Austen and Animals are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Jane Austen and Animals giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Jane Austen and Animals. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world



which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of Jane Austen and Animals in e-book can be your alternative.

Thomas Obrien:

Often the book Jane Austen and Animals will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book Jane Austen and Animals is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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