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Over the course of his career Werner Herzog, known for such visionary
masterpieces as Aguirre: The Wrath of God (1972) and The Enigma of Kaspar
Hauser (1974), has directed almost sixty films, roughly half of which are
documentaries. And yet, in a statement delivered during a public appearance in
1999, the filmmaker declared: “There are deeper strata of truth in cinema, and
there is such a thing as poetic, ecstatic truth. It is mysterious and elusive, and can
be reached only through fabrication and imagination and stylization.” Ferocious
Reality is the first book to ask how this conviction, so hostile to the traditional
tenets of documentary, can inform the work of one of the world’s most
provocative documentarians.

Herzog, whose Cave of Forgotten Dreams was perhaps the most celebrated
documentary of 2010, may be the most influential filmmaker missing from major
studies and histories of documentary. Examining such notable films as Lessons of
Darkness (1992) and Grizzly Man (2005), Eric Ames shows how Herzog
dismisses documentary as a mode of filmmaking in order to creatively intervene
and participate in it. In close, contextualized analysis of more than twenty-five
films spanning Herzog’s career, Ames makes a case for exploring documentary
films in terms of performance and explains what it means to do so. Thus his book
expands the field of cinema studies even as it offers an invaluable new
perspective on a little studied but integral part of Werner Herzog’s extraordinary
oeuvre.
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Over the course of his career Werner Herzog, known for such visionary masterpieces as Aguirre: The Wrath
of God (1972) and The Enigma of Kaspar Hauser (1974), has directed almost sixty films, roughly half of
which are documentaries. And yet, in a statement delivered during a public appearance in 1999, the
filmmaker declared: “There are deeper strata of truth in cinema, and there is such a thing as poetic, ecstatic
truth. It is mysterious and elusive, and can be reached only through fabrication and imagination and
stylization.” Ferocious Reality is the first book to ask how this conviction, so hostile to the traditional tenets
of documentary, can inform the work of one of the world’s most provocative documentarians.

Herzog, whose Cave of Forgotten Dreams was perhaps the most celebrated documentary of 2010, may be
the most influential filmmaker missing from major studies and histories of documentary. Examining such
notable films as Lessons of Darkness (1992) and Grizzly Man (2005), Eric Ames shows how Herzog
dismisses documentary as a mode of filmmaking in order to creatively intervene and participate in it. In
close, contextualized analysis of more than twenty-five films spanning Herzog’s career, Ames makes a case
for exploring documentary films in terms of performance and explains what it means to do so. Thus his book
expands the field of cinema studies even as it offers an invaluable new perspective on a little studied but
integral part of Werner Herzog’s extraordinary oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Werner Herzog has long avowed that he hates documentaries and does not participate in the tradition. Eric
Ames’s wonderful book lets us in on an open secret: ‘Herzog has. . . added to the vitality and visibility of
documentary cinema internationally for more than four decades.’ I would go further: the best of the films
that Herzog has made over his long career have been those that, if not called documentaries, cannot be
labeled fictions. Werner Herzog’s challenges to the documentary tradition have inevitably become part of
that tradition. This book shows us how." —Linda Williams, University of California, Berkeley

"Ferocious Reality is excellent. The book centers on how Herzog consistently undertakes an exploration of
the limits of documentary cinema and engages with it as performative behavior, challenging its boundaries.
Eric Ames analyzes a broad range of Herzog’s films and engages with an array of important theoreticians of
documentary cinema. This book is first-rate and innovative." —Brad Prager, author of The Cinema of
Werner Herzog: Aesthetic Ecstasy and Truth

About the Author

Eric Ames is associate professor of German and a member of the cinema studies faculty at the University of
Washington. He is coeditor of Germany’s Colonial Pasts and author of Carl Hagenbeck’s Empire of
Entertainments.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mitchell Diaz:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and also important the book Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner
Herzog (Visible Evidence). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Irene Weinstein:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you



want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Ferocious
Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog (Visible Evidence) is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Na Urquhart:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog
(Visible Evidence) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Varnum:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Ferocious Reality: Documentary according to Werner Herzog
(Visible Evidence). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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