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In this study of the English language as it is spelled in America, D. W.
Cummings demonstrates that behind the apparent disorder of spelling in
American English lies a self-regulating and self-reorganizing system that is
responsive to four kinds of imperative: phonetic, semantic, etymological, and
systemic. Cummings offers a systematic theory of orthography and applies this
theory to the American English vocabulary with numerous examples. Cummings
also describes the explication of written words into their elements, particles, and
processes, and he sets out the tactical and procedural rules that control the
distribution and sequencing of vowels and consonants. In the largest section of
the book, he provides an exhaustive description of the major and minor
correspondences between the sounds of American English words and their
spellings. An essential reference work, American English Spelling moves beyond
questions of how words are spelled to an understanding of why they are spelled as
they are.
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In this study of the English language as it is spelled in America, D. W. Cummings demonstrates that behind
the apparent disorder of spelling in American English lies a self-regulating and self-reorganizing system that
is responsive to four kinds of imperative: phonetic, semantic, etymological, and systemic. Cummings offers a
systematic theory of orthography and applies this theory to the American English vocabulary with numerous
examples. Cummings also describes the explication of written words into their elements, particles, and
processes, and he sets out the tactical and procedural rules that control the distribution and sequencing of
vowels and consonants. In the largest section of the book, he provides an exhaustive description of the major
and minor correspondences between the sounds of American English words and their spellings. An essential
reference work, American English Spelling moves beyond questions of how words are spelled to an
understanding of why they are spelled as they are.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Until now we have had no work like this. In prose that is a pleasure to read, Cummings reveals order in a
seemingly chaotic domain, an accomplishment that is surely the essence of humanistic and scientific
scholarship."--Charles Read

About the Author

D. W. Cummings  is emeritus professor of English at Central Washington University. He can be contacted
through his website, www.dwcummings.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal Scott:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this American English Spelling: An Informal Description.

William Lee:

Typically the book American English Spelling: An Informal Description has a lot details on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Floy Knowles:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. American English Spelling: An Informal Description can be your answer
since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.



Teresa Dawkins:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this American English Spelling: An Informal Description can make you feel more interested to read.
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