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In May 1914, the Komagata Maru, a ship carrying 376 immigrants from British
India, was turned away when it tried to land in Vancouver harbour. Many of the
men on board, veterans of the British Indian Army, believed it was their right to
settle anywhere in the empire they had fought to defend. They were wrong.
Enforcing the "continuous journey" regulation, immigration boats surrounded the
ship a half-mile off shore, making the passengers virtual prisoners. Thus began a
dramatic stand-off that would escalate over the next two months, becoming one
of the most infamous events in Canadian history.

Why would Canada turn away these South Asian migrants when it had accepted
more than 400,000 immigrants the previous year? Why were some of the
passengers killed upon their forced return to India? How did this ship pose a
threat to the mightiest empire the world had ever known? In Undesirables: White
Canada and the Komagata Maru, award-winning filmmaker Ali Kazimi addresses
these and other provocative questions, creating a historical framework that allows
readers to view events through the eyes of earlier South Asian migrants to
Vancouver, authorities of the Dominion of Canada, and imperial officials in
Britain and India. At the heart of the story lies the struggle between Canada's
desire to build a homogenous nation of white immigrants--preferably from
Britain and northern Europe--and the British empire's need for stability.

Weaving text together with rarely seen photographs, key documents and other
striking visual materials, Kazimi explores what the current federal government
has acknowledged as a "dark chapter" in Canada's past. By setting the story in a
global context and against the early histories of Chinese, Japanese and African-
American immigrants to Canada, he shows that the Komagata Maru "incident"
was far from incidental. Today, with Canada's immigration and refugee
framework under intense scrutiny, the story of the Komagata Maru is all the more
relevant.
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In May 1914, the Komagata Maru, a ship carrying 376 immigrants from British India, was turned away when
it tried to land in Vancouver harbour. Many of the men on board, veterans of the British Indian Army,
believed it was their right to settle anywhere in the empire they had fought to defend. They were wrong.
Enforcing the "continuous journey" regulation, immigration boats surrounded the ship a half-mile off shore,
making the passengers virtual prisoners. Thus began a dramatic stand-off that would escalate over the next
two months, becoming one of the most infamous events in Canadian history.

Why would Canada turn away these South Asian migrants when it had accepted more than 400,000
immigrants the previous year? Why were some of the passengers killed upon their forced return to India?
How did this ship pose a threat to the mightiest empire the world had ever known? In Undesirables: White
Canada and the Komagata Maru, award-winning filmmaker Ali Kazimi addresses these and other
provocative questions, creating a historical framework that allows readers to view events through the eyes of
earlier South Asian migrants to Vancouver, authorities of the Dominion of Canada, and imperial officials in
Britain and India. At the heart of the story lies the struggle between Canada's desire to build a homogenous
nation of white immigrants--preferably from Britain and northern Europe--and the British empire's need for
stability.

Weaving text together with rarely seen photographs, key documents and other striking visual materials,
Kazimi explores what the current federal government has acknowledged as a "dark chapter" in Canada's past.
By setting the story in a global context and against the early histories of Chinese, Japanese and African-
American immigrants to Canada, he shows that the Komagata Maru "incident" was far from incidental.
Today, with Canada's immigration and refugee framework under intense scrutiny, the story of the Komagata
Maru is all the more relevant.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ali Kazimi is a Toronto-based filmmaker. Born and raised in India, he came to Canada in 1983. Since then,
his documentaries have been screened and broadcast internationally to critical acclaim. Continuous Journey,
his 2004 feature documentary investigating the events surrounding the Komagata Maru, has won garnered
awards on three continents to date. Kazimi is an associate professor in the Department of Film at York
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated
History. Try to the actual book Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated
History as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Charles Shrader:

The ability that you get from Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History
could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Undesirables: White Canada and the
Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History instantly.

Timothy Rhine:

Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History yet doesn't forget the



main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Alberto Turcotte:

Beside this specific Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An Illustrated History in your
phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Undesirables: White Canada and the Komagata Maru -- An
Illustrated History because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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