LIBERALISM

JOHN GRAY

Two Faces of Liberalism

Read Online ©

Two Faces of Liberalism By John Gray

By John Gray

Following in the footsteps of the widely praised False Dawn, John Gray's new
book offers a thoughtful and provocative analysis of the failure of traditional
liberalism to keep up with the complex political realities of today's increasingly
divided world. John Gray, hailed as "one of Britain's leading public intellectuals"
by the Wall Street Journal, argues that in its beginning, liberalism contained two
contradictory philosophies of tolerance. In one, it put forward the enlightenment
project of auniversal civilization. In the other, it framed terms for peaceful
coexistence between warring communities and between different ways of life.
Developed at atime when society was dominated by a single way of life, each of
these liberal ideals of toleration has many historic achievements to its credit. But
how relevant is traditional liberalism in aworld where Kosovo represents the
collapse of the spirit of cohabitation?In a spirited attack on today's liberal
orthodoxies, Gray argues that establishing a modus vivendi among the different
cultures and regimes of our time should be at the heart of contemporary
liberalism. In this mgjor contribution to political theory, Gray proposes a new
framework for aliberal thought that addresses these burning issues.
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Following in the footsteps of the widely praised False Dawn, John Gray's new book offers a thoughtful and
provocative analysis of the failure of traditional liberalism to keep up with the complex political realities of
today's increasingly divided world. John Gray, hailed as "one of Britain's leading public intellectuals' by the
Wall Street Journal, argues that in its beginning, liberalism contained two contradictory philosophies of
tolerance. In one, it put forward the enlightenment project of auniversal civilization. In the other, it framed
terms for peaceful coexistence between warring communities and between different ways of life. Developed
at atime when society was dominated by a single way of life, each of these liberal ideals of toleration has
many historic achievements to its credit. But how relevant istraditional liberalism in aworld where Kosovo
represents the collapse of the spirit of cohabitation?In a spirited attack on today's liberal orthodoxies, Gray
argues that establishing a modus vivendi among the different cultures and regimes of our time should be at
the heart of contemporary liberalism. In this major contribution to political theory, Gray proposes a new
framework for aliberal thought that addresses these burning issues.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Gray traces the historic roots and modern manifestations of liberalism; not the one bandied about by
politicians but the one based in the philosophical underpinnings of Western civilization. Gray's premise is
that tolerance is amajor element in the tradition of liberalism and that there are currently two conflicting
philosophies regarding tolerance. One is the assumption that there is one ideal of the "good life" and that
rational progresswill lead all to this conclusion; the other allows for many philosophical paths to the "good
life." Gray examines some of the one-ideal philosophies of John Locke and Immanuel Kant versus the
peaceful coexistence of multiple-ideal philosophies postulated by Thomas Hobbes and David Hume. But
Gray is at his best when he eval uates the human quest for the "good life," modus vivendi . Gray notes that
modern reality reflects such a multitude of paths to the good life, not only among different people but also
within a single group, that to assume a single ideal is incompatible with modern life. Thisis an appropriate
philosophical paradigm shift in this age of globalization and diversity. Vernon Ford

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
An impassioned argument for a contemporary liberalism in the new millennium, from one of Britain's
leading public intellectuals -- The Wall Street Journal

About the Author
John Gray is aprofessor of European thought at the London School of Economics. His books include False
Dawn, Isaiah Berlin and Enlightenment's Wake. He livesin London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gustavo Cyr:

This Two Faces of Liberalism usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason of this Two Faces of Liberalism can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Two Faces of Liberalism giving you
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day activity. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bertha Underwood:

The actual book Two Faces of Liberalism will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to explain the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Two Faces of Liberalism is much recommended to you to learn. You can aso
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Mark Hernandez:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be learn. Two Faces of Liberalism can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Bonnie Skelton:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Two Faces of Liberalism can give you alot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So, why hesitate? Let me have Two Faces of Liberalism.
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