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The sixteen essays in this volume form a series of related focuses upon various
levels and areas of literary criticism. W.K. Wimsatt's assumption is that practice
and theory of both the past and the present are integrally related-that there is a
continuity in the materials of criticism-that a person who studies poetry today has
a critical concern, not merely a historical interest, in what Aristotle or Plato said
about poetry. He regards the great perennial problems of criticism as arising not
by the whim of a tolerantly pluralist choice, but from the nature of language and
reality.

With profound learning and insight, Wimsatt treats almost the whole range of
literary criticism. The first group of essays deals with fallacies he believes are
involved in prevalent approaches to the literary object. The next two groups face
the responsibilities of the critic who defends literature as a form of knowledge;
they treat various problems of structure and style. The last group undertakes to
examine the relation of literature to other arts, the relation of evaluative criticism
to historical studies, and the relation of literature not only to morals, but more
broadly to the whole complex of the Christian religious tradition.
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The sixteen essays in this volume form a series of related focuses upon various levels and areas of literary
criticism. W.K. Wimsatt's assumption is that practice and theory of both the past and the present are
integrally related-that there is a continuity in the materials of criticism-that a person who studies poetry today
has a critical concern, not merely a historical interest, in what Aristotle or Plato said about poetry. He regards
the great perennial problems of criticism as arising not by the whim of a tolerantly pluralist choice, but from
the nature of language and reality.

With profound learning and insight, Wimsatt treats almost the whole range of literary criticism. The first
group of essays deals with fallacies he believes are involved in prevalent approaches to the literary object.
The next two groups face the responsibilities of the critic who defends literature as a form of knowledge;
they treat various problems of structure and style. The last group undertakes to examine the relation of
literature to other arts, the relation of evaluative criticism to historical studies, and the relation of literature
not only to morals, but more broadly to the whole complex of the Christian religious tradition.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is criticism in terms of value and of structure. . . . Consistent and impressive."?New Republic

"One of the major works of criticism in English."?Modern Language Review

About the Author
W. K. Wimsatt (1907-1975) was associate professor of English at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Verbal Icon: Studies in the Meaning of Poetry.

Adrian Rogers:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Verbal Icon:
Studies in the Meaning of Poetry is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Jackson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Verbal Icon: Studies
in the Meaning of Poetry that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick The Verbal Icon: Studies in the Meaning of Poetry become your
own starter.



Judy Marinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Verbal Icon: Studies in
the Meaning of Poetry.
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