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Drawing on a broad range of approaches in the fields of sociology, anthropology,
political science, history, philosophy, medicine and nursing, Power and the
Psychiatric Apparatus exposes psychiatric practices that are mobilized along the
continuum of repression, transformation and assistance. It critically examines
taken for granted psychiatric practices both past and current, shedding light on
the often political nature of psychiatry and reconceptualizing its central and
sensitive issues through the radical theory of figures such as Foucault, Deleuze
and Guattari, Goffman, and Szasz. As such, this ground-breaking collection
embraces a broad understanding of psychiatric practices and engages the reader
in a critical understanding of their effects, challenging the discipline’s altruistic
rhetoric of therapy and problematizing the ways in which this is operationalized
in practice. A comprehensive exploration of contested psychiatric practices in
healthcare settings, this interdisciplinary volume brings together recent
scholarship from the US, Canada, the UK, Europe and Australia, to provide a
rich array of theoretical tools with which to engage with questions related to
psychiatric power, discipline and control, while theorizing their workings in
creative and imaginative ways.
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for granted psychiatric practices both past and current, shedding light on the often political nature of
psychiatry and reconceptualizing its central and sensitive issues through the radical theory of figures such as
Foucault, Deleuze and Guattari, Goffman, and Szasz. As such, this ground-breaking collection embraces a
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effects, challenging the discipline’s altruistic rhetoric of therapy and problematizing the ways in which this is
operationalized in practice. A comprehensive exploration of contested psychiatric practices in healthcare
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Editorial Review

Review
'This rigorous critique of psychiatry is not only warranted but adds substantially to the existing literature.
Most unusually I loved every chapter. As the text notes this is not a text aimed at undergraduates but for the
post grad and the experienced practitioner with time to reflect - this is a book to consume slowly and enjoy.'
Brodie Patterson, University of Stirling, UK

'Power and the Psychiatric Apparatus is the successor to Foucault's Madness and Civilization. Holmes,
Jacob, and Perron have assembled a powerful collection of writers from across the humanities and the social
and natural sciences who critically re-examine, reassess, and rethink the psychiatric apparatus. This book is
essential reading for clinicians, academics, and for all who are concerned about the future of psychiatry.' --
Cary Federman, Montclair State University, USA

About the Author
Dave Holmes is Professor and University Research Chair in Forensic Nursing in the School of Nursing,
Faculty of Health Sciences, at the University of Ottawa, Canada. He is co-editor of Critical Interventions in
the Ethics of Healthcare, Abjectly Boundless: Boundaries, Bodies and Health Work and (Re)Thinking
Violence in Healthcare Settings. Jean Daniel Jacob is Associate Professor in the School of Nursing, Faculty
of Health Sciences, at the University of Ottawa, Canada. Amélie Perron is Associate Professor in the School
of Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, at the University of Ottawa, Canada and co-editor of (Re)Thinking
Violence in Healthcare Settings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carissa Taylor:

The book Power and the Psychiatric Apparatus: Repression, Transformation and Assistance can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Power and the Psychiatric Apparatus: Repression, Transformation and Assistance? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Power and the Psychiatric Apparatus: Repression,
Transformation and Assistance has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Vincent:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you



have read is Power and the Psychiatric Apparatus: Repression, Transformation and Assistance.

Gay Swiderski:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Power and the
Psychiatric Apparatus: Repression, Transformation and Assistance, you are able to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Carrie Francis:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is Power and the Psychiatric Apparatus: Repression, Transformation
and Assistance. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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