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Which civilization had the first system of law? The first formal educational
system? The first tax cut? The first love song? The answers were found in
excavations of ancient Sumer, a society so developed, resourceful, and
enterprising that it, in a sense, created history. The book presents a cross section
of the Sumerian "firsts" in all the major fields of human endeavor, including
government and politics, education and literature, philosophy and ethics, law and
justice, agriculture and medicine, even love and family.

History Begins at Sumer is the classic account of the achievements of the
Sumerians, who lived in what is now southern Iraq during the third millennium
B.C. They were the developers of the cuneiform system of writing, perhaps their
greatest contribution to civilization, which allowed laws and literature to be
recorded for the first time.
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Which civilization had the first system of law? The first formal educational system? The first tax cut? The
first love song? The answers were found in excavations of ancient Sumer, a society so developed,
resourceful, and enterprising that it, in a sense, created history. The book presents a cross section of the
Sumerian "firsts" in all the major fields of human endeavor, including government and politics, education
and literature, philosophy and ethics, law and justice, agriculture and medicine, even love and family.

History Begins at Sumer is the classic account of the achievements of the Sumerians, who lived in what is
now southern Iraq during the third millennium B.C. They were the developers of the cuneiform system of
writing, perhaps their greatest contribution to civilization, which allowed laws and literature to be recorded
for the first time.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Kramer ranked among the world's foremost Sumerologists. . . . The book will interest both the scholar and
the general educated reader."—Religious Studies Bulletin

"[Kramer] possesses the enviable ability to speak authoritatively in a lively and captivating style."—Choice

About the Author
Samuel Noah Kramer was Clark Research Professor Emeritus of Assyriology at the University of
Pennsylvania, where he was also Curator Emeritus of the Tablet Collections.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

The book History Begins at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded History can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book History Begins
at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded History? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book History Begins at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded History has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Barbara Hall:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject History Begins
at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded History suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled History Begins at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded Historyis one of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
on this book.



Allen Grimm:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking History Begins at Sumer: Thirty-
Nine Firsts in Recorded History that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you are able to pick History Begins at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded History
become your starter.

Katrice Fredericksen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this History Begins at Sumer: Thirty-Nine Firsts in Recorded History can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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