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The United States and the Soviet Union missed numerous diplomatic
opportunities to resolve differences and control the arms race because neither
state trusted the other, according to Deborah Welch Larson. In Anatomy of
Mistrust, she shows that the goals of Soviet and U.S. |eaders were frequently
complementary, and an agreement should have been attainable. L ost
opportunities contributed to bankruptcy for the Soviet Union, serious damage to
the economy of the United States, decreased public support for internationalist
policies, and a proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Synthesizing different understandings of trust and mistrust from the theoretical
traditions of economics, psychology, and game theory, Larson analyzes five
cases that might have been turning pointsin U.S.-Soviet relations: the two-year
period following Stalin's death in 1953; K hrushchev's peace offensive from the
launching of Sputnik until the U-2 incident; the Kennedy administration; the
Nixon-Brezhnev detente; and the Gorbachev period. Larson concludes that
leaders in the United States often refused to accept Soviet offersto negotiate
because they feared atrap. Mutual trust is necessary, she concludes, although it
may not be sufficient, for states to cooperate in managing their security.
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The United States and the Soviet Union missed numerous diplomatic opportunities to resolve differences and
control the arms race because neither state trusted the other, according to Deborah Welch Larson. In
Anatomy of Mistrust, she shows that the goals of Soviet and U.S. leaders were frequently complementary,
and an agreement should have been attainable. L ost opportunities contributed to bankruptcy for the Soviet
Union, serious damage to the economy of the United States, decreased public support for internationalist
policies, and a proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Synthesizing different understandings of trust and mistrust from the theoretical traditions of economics,
psychology, and game theory, Larson analyzes five cases that might have been turning pointsin U.S.-Soviet
relations: the two-year period following Stalin's death in 1953; Khrushchev's peace offensive from the
launching of Sputnik until the U-2 incident; the Kennedy administration; the Nixon-Brezhnev detente; and
the Gorbachev period. Larson concludes that |eaders in the United States often refused to accept Soviet
offers to negotiate because they feared atrap. Mutual trust is necessary, she concludes, athough it may not
be sufficient, for states to cooperate in managing their security.
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Editorial Review
Review

"An excellent book arguing that excessive mistrust, rather than irreconcilable conflicts of interest or
differences in domestic systems, best explains the superpowers failure to reach mutually beneficial
agreements and their difficulty in negotiating even minor accords, as well as the severity and duration of the
Cold War. . . . Larson has done an outstanding job of showing that the Cold War need not have developed,
endured, or ended precisely asit did."?Choice

"Larson's introduction provides a sophisticated basis for understanding how the psychology, ideology, and
political domestic situation of decision makers affects their perception of opponents motives and offers. . . .
Larson concisely but comprehensively presents the context of negotiation and establishes confidence in the
counterfactual exercisesto which her general topic necessarily leads. . . . Anatomy of Mistrust is an excellent,
original, and substantially useful book for readers and instructors seeking an intelligent conceptual overview
of crucia Cold War episodes."?Journal of American History

"A welcome addition to revisionist explorations of Cold War history. . . . Beyond their clear academic value,
the findings of this book should serve as alesson to policy makers. those who wish to build trust in a hostile
climate must first build a reputation for conciliatory consistency in the eyes of their opponents.”?Political
Science Quarterly

"Deborah Larson gives the problem of trust a fresh treatment, combining psychology with origina historical
research to demonstrate that, contrary to many popular assumptions, there were missed opportunities for
mitigating, if not ending, the Cold War."?Lingua Franca

"By carefully combining traditional primary sources, conventional histories of the period, and newly
available Soviet-era documents, Larson has produced a scholarly and eminently readable work. Readers
prepared to delve into the underlying psychology of the Cold War will benefit from reading this
book."?Military Review

"Larson's book offers original and insightful interpretation and analysis of a number of case studies of
episodes from Cold War relations between the United States and the Soviet Union. It succeedswell in



showing the problem of mistrust, and the author seeks to elaborate strategies for overcoming mistrust, a
creditable and useful contribution toward dealing with the problem."?Raymond L. Garthoff, The Brookings
Ingtitute

About the Author

Deborah Welch Larson is professor of political science at the University of California, Los Angeles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephen Williams:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asyou may know
that book is very important usually. The book Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-Soviet Relations during the Cold
War (Cornell Studiesin Security Affairs) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Anatomy of Mistrust:
U.S.-Soviet Relations during the Cold War (Cornell Studiesin Security Affairs) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-
Soviet Relations during the Cold War (Cornell Studiesin Security Affairs). Y ou never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Clayton Bruce:

Typically the book Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-Soviet Relations during the Cold War (Cornell Studiesin
Security Affairs) hasalot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage.
The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book.
That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Robert Araiza;

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-Soviet
Relations during the Cold War (Cornell Studiesin Security Affairs) publication written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-Soviet Relations during the Cold War
(Cornell Studiesin Security Affairs) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.
Thisis one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.



Ruth Hill:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-Soviet Relations
during the Cold War (Cornell Studiesin Security Affairs) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you
know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not anerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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