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The New York Times bestseller about the historic dealings between Ronald
Reagan and Tip O’Neill—“A superb tribute to the neglected art of compromise”
(Daily News (New York)).

Tip and the Gipper is an “entertaining and insightful” (The Wall Street Journal)
history of a time when two great political opponents served together for the
benefit of the country. Chris Matthews was an eyewitness to this story as top aide
to Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill, who waged a principled war of political
ideals with President Ronald Reagan from 1980 to 1986. Together, the two men
became one of history’s most celebrated political pairings—the epitome of how
ideological opposites can get things done.

When Reagan was elected to the presidency in a landslide victory over Jimmy
Carter, Speaker O’Neill was thrust into the national spotlight as the highest-
ranking leader of the Democratic Party—the most visible and respected
challenger to President Reagan’s agenda of cutting the size of government
programs and lowering tax rates. Together, the two leaders fought over the major
issues of the day—welfare, taxes, covert military operations, and social
security—but found their way to agreements that reformed taxes, saved Social
Security, and, their common cause, set a course toward peace in Northern
Ireland. Through it all they maintained respect for each other’s positions and
worked to advance the country rather than obstruct progress.

At the time of congressional gridlock, Tip and the Gipper stands as model
behavior worthy of study by journalists, academics, and students of the political
process for years to come. “This book is an invitation to join Tip and the Gipper
in tall tales about how grand it was in the old country” (The Washington Post).
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
As a top aide to House Speaker Tip O’Neill, Matthews was an eyewitness to the accord that O’Neill and
President Ronald Reagan managed to forge in the 1980s, despite their polar-opposite political convictions.
Reagan, the conservative former California governor, was a Washington outsider, while O’Neill was a
consummate insider, with 28 years on the hill by the time Reagan took office in 1980. The California
conservative and the Boston liberal were iconic figures with strong convictions, political savvy, and Irish
charm that helped them bridge the gap to deliver on issues including welfare, taxes, covert military
operations, and Social Security. Following the assassination attempt on Reagan, O’Neill was the first person
to be admitted to the president’s bedside for a private visit, and it was O’Neill whom Reagan tapped to hand-
deliver a letter asking Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev for a meeting that led to the end of the Cold War.
Political commentator Matthews details their different backgrounds and the stumbles and ultimate successes
that brought both men to Washington, where they were able to put aside their differences to govern the
nation. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“A superb tribute to the neglected art of compromise.” (Stanley Crouch New York Daily News)

"[A] gripping, behind-the-scenes, first-person account. . . . Though he was a front-row participant in the
story, he admirably adopts an even-handed approach (not shying away from pointing out O'Neill's missteps)
to serve up his big point: political combat is necessary and important for the nation, but it need not be self-
destructive and nuclear. . . . Matthews is providing a public service by recounting an era when even the most
ardent partisan gladiators could bend toward pragmatism." (David Corn Mother Jones)

“A fortuitous pairing of subject and author. . . Matthews’s account is pleasant reading, both useful and
entertaining. . . The book succeeds in making Boehner’s, or the tea party’s, House look like a confederacy of
dunces, addicted to 'government by tantrum.' Praise for Reagan’s skill at reaching across party lines also
contrasts with President Obama’s stand-offish image. Their clashes looked feverish at the time, but this book
is an invitation to join Tip and the Gipper in tall tales about how grand it was in the old country." (Howell
Raines Washington Post)

"Chris Matthews draws on his 30-year-old journals for [a] rich new book on Ronald Reagan, Tip O'Neill"
(Mike Allen Politico.com)

"Matthews gives us an engaging, inside perspective (with creditable modesty about his own important role)
of the mighty struggle between Ronald Reagan and Speaker Tip O'Neill, and how they bent, when they had
to, to the national interest. There are many books written by Reagan's White House staffers, but this is the
only account (aside from O'Neill's charming memoir) from inside the Speaker's office, and a valuable
addition to American political history." (John Farrell author of Tip O'Neill and the Democratic Century)

"Amiable but tough-minded. . . . a solid book." (Kirkus)

About the Author
Chris Matthews is the anchor of MSNBC’s Hardball. He is the author of Bobby; Tip and the Gipper: When
Politics Worked; Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero; American; Now, Let Me Tell You What I Really Think;
Kennedy and Nixon; and Hardball.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Hernandez:

Here thing why this kind of Tip and the Gipper: When Politics Worked are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Tip and the Gipper: When Politics Worked giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Tip
and the Gipper: When Politics Worked. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Tip and the Gipper: When Politics Worked in e-book can be your
alternative.

Ok Lord:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Tip and the Gipper: When Politics Worked it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book provides high quality.

Paulette Wang:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Tip and the Gipper: When Politics
Worked publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Tip and the Gipper:
When Politics Worked as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Blunt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. Tip and the Gipper: When Politics Worked can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.
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