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Theories of justice often fixate on purely normative, abstract principles unrelated
to real-world applications. The philosopher and theorist Axel Honneth addresses
this disconnect, constructing a theory of justice derived from the normative
claims of Western liberal-democratic societies and anchored in the law and
institutionally established practices that possess moral legitimacy.

Termed a “democratic ethical life,” Honneth’s paradigm draws on the spirit of
Hegel’s Philosophy of Right and his own theory of recognition, demonstrating
how concrete social spheres generate the principles of individual freedom and a
standard for what is just. Using social analysis to re-found a more grounded
theory of justice, Honneth argues that all crucial actions in Western civilization,
whether in personal relationships, market-induced economic activities, or the
public forum of politics, share one defining characteristic: they require the
realization of a particular aspect of individual freedom. This fundamental truth,
Honneth shows, informs the guiding principles of justice, enabling a wide-
ranging reconsideration of its theory.
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Theories of justice often fixate on purely normative, abstract principles unrelated to real-world applications.
The philosopher and theorist Axel Honneth addresses this disconnect, constructing a theory of justice derived
from the normative claims of Western liberal-democratic societies and anchored in the law and
institutionally established practices that possess moral legitimacy.

Termed a “democratic ethical life,” Honneth’s paradigm draws on the spirit of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right
and his own theory of recognition, demonstrating how concrete social spheres generate the principles of
individual freedom and a standard for what is just. Using social analysis to re-found a more grounded theory
of justice, Honneth argues that all crucial actions in Western civilization, whether in personal relationships,
market-induced economic activities, or the public forum of politics, share one defining characteristic: they
require the realization of a particular aspect of individual freedom. This fundamental truth, Honneth shows,
informs the guiding principles of justice, enabling a wide-ranging reconsideration of its theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A stunningly ambitious exploration of the ways in which the major institutions of Western society promote
freedom and at the same time present obstacles to its realization. Honneth defends a compelling conception
of social freedom grounded in mutual recognition, which he employs both to comprehend contemporary
social reality and to reveal its deficiencies. Characterized by an extraordinary richness of detail, the book's
aim is a provocative mix of reconciliation and critique. No social philosopher has attempted a project of this
scope since Hegel composed the Philosophy of Right almost two hundred years ago."
Frederick Neuhouser, Barnard College

"Breaking with the dominant style of contemporary political philosophy, Axel Honneth demonstrates how
fruitful it can be to develop a theory of social justice, not simply by appeal to common beliefs and intuitions,
but more fundamentally on the basis of an understanding of the characteristic institutions of modern society.
Freedom's Right is a brilliant work by one of today's leading philosophers."
Charles Larmore, Brown University

"On a historical and ideological level, Freedom's Right is a bold effort to rescue the Philosophy of Right
from the Heglian Right."
 Political Studies Review

Review

This book is a major statement by the distinctive perspective of a pivotal figure in the Frankfurt School
tradition. Axel Honneth's accounts of social freedom, normative reconstruction, and societal pathologies are
sure to be points of reference within critical social theory for decades to come.

(Joel Anderson, Utrecht University)

About the Author
Axel Honneth is Professor of Philosophy at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität, Frankfurt am Main,
and at Columbia University, New York. His many books in English include The Struggle for Recognition
and Disrespect: The Normative Foundations of Critical Theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Freedom's Right: The Social Foundations of Democratic Life
(New Directions in Critical Theory). Try to stumble through book Freedom's Right: The Social Foundations
of Democratic Life (New Directions in Critical Theory) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing



by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Linda Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Freedom's Right:
The Social Foundations of Democratic Life (New Directions in Critical Theory)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Eric Vegas:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Freedom's Right: The Social
Foundations of Democratic Life (New Directions in Critical Theory) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Elliott Preciado:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Freedom's Right: The Social
Foundations of Democratic Life (New Directions in Critical Theory) to make your reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Freedom's Right: The
Social Foundations of Democratic Life (New Directions in Critical Theory) can to be your brand new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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