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The heinous bloodlust of Dr. H.H. Holmes is notorious -- but only Harold
Schechter's Depraved tells the complete story of the killer whose evil acts of
torture and murder flourished within miles of the Chicago World's Fair.
"Destined to be a true crime classic" (Flint Journal, MI), this authoritative
account chronicles the methods and madness of a monster who slipped easily into
a bright, affluent Midwestern suburb, where no one suspected the dapper,
charming Holmes -- who alternately posed as doctor, druggist, and inventor to
snare his prey -- was the architect of a labyrinthine "Castle of Horrors." Holmes
admitted to twenty-seven murders by the time his madhouse of trapdoors,
asphyxiation devices, body chutes, and acid vats was exposed. The seminal
profile of a homegrown madman in the era of Jack the Ripper, Depraved is also a
mesmerizing tale of true detection long before the age of technological wizardry.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Herman Mudgett, who called himself Dr. H. H. Holmes, seemed the epitome of the late 19th century
"Golden Age": he was a well-dressed, charismatic, self-made entrepreneur (think Andrew Carnegie).
Unfortunately for his many victims, he was also a liar, bigamist, debtor, con man, and murderer. The setting
for several of his murders was the bizarre urban "castle" he built in Chicago--a ramshackle construction with
mazelike corridors, soundproof rooms, sealed vaults, oversized furnaces, and chutes leading down to the
cellar. Holmes's undoing was an insurance scam in which he planned to use a corpse supplied by a doctor to
fake his partner's death, but ended up killing the partner, his wife, and his five children. The Boston Book
Review wrote, "[Harold] Schechter's account of this charming, repulsive monster is both an astonishing piece
of popular history as well as a near clinical analysis of as sinister a killer as this country has ever produced."
Also recommended: Schechter's books about Albert Fish (Deranged) and Ed Gein (Deviant).

From Publishers Weekly
Herman Mudgett, born in New Hampshire in 1860, purportedly achieved worldwide notoriety as the serial
killer Dr. H. H. Holmes. He certainly made an impression in Chicago, where he built a "castle" filled with
soundproof rooms, stairways that went nowhere and chutes leading to huge vats in the basement. How many
women died there is unknown. Ironically, a case of insurance fraud that was no fraud at all resulted in
Holmes's arrest, conviction and hanging. He had talked his aide, Ben Pitezel, into getting an insurance policy
on his own life, assuring Pitezel that they could render a cadaver unidentifiable, pass it off as Pitezel and
collect $10,000. Then he killed Pitezel and, subsequently, three of his five children. Schechter ( Deviant ) has
done a masterful job of reconstructing Holmes's killing spree and detailing the detective work that led to his
apprehension. Illustrations not seen by PW .
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
At the time of his 1895 conviction for one of the possible 27 murders he committed, Herman Mudgett, alias
H.H. Holmes, was fully as notorious as his now more infamous contemporaries, Jack the Ripper and Lizzie
Borden. Revelations about his Chicago "Horror Castle" shocked a nation unused to wholesale murder.
Holmes was a psychopathic con man who differed from today's serial killer in that he seemingly acted out of
greed rather than sexual sadism. Schechter (Deranged, Pocket Bks., 1990) has written the second full-length
account of Holmes (following David Franke's The Torture Doctor (LJ 11/1/75). It is a solid and engrossing
tale, although Holmes's crimes will remain forever murky (an inveterate liar, he confessed to murdering
people who turned up very much alive). For true crime readers who are unfamiliar with the case.
Gregor A. Preston, Univ. of California Lib., Davis
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Macdonald:

This Depraved: The Definitive True Story of H.H. Holmes, Whose Grotesque Crimes Shattered Turn-of-the-
Century Chicago are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why



of this Depraved: The Definitive True Story of H.H. Holmes, Whose Grotesque Crimes Shattered Turn-of-
the-Century Chicago can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Depraved: The Definitive True Story of H.H. Holmes, Whose Grotesque
Crimes Shattered Turn-of-the-Century Chicago giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Katherine Contreras:

The publication with title Depraved: The Definitive True Story of H.H. Holmes, Whose Grotesque Crimes
Shattered Turn-of-the-Century Chicago has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ronald Kleiman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Depraved: The Definitive True Story of H.H.
Holmes, Whose Grotesque Crimes Shattered Turn-of-the-Century Chicago can give you a lot of buddies
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Depraved: The Definitive True Story of H.H. Holmes, Whose
Grotesque Crimes Shattered Turn-of-the-Century Chicago.

Patricia Whetsel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Depraved: The
Definitive True Story of H.H. Holmes, Whose Grotesque Crimes Shattered Turn-of-the-Century Chicago.
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