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This exceptional work explores the complexities of communication at one of the
most critical stages of the life experience--during advanced, serious illness and at
the end of life. Challenging the predominantly biomedical model that informs
much communication between seriously ill and/or dying patients and their
physicians, caregivers, and families, Sandra L. Ragan, Elaine M. Wittenberg-
Lyles, Joy Goldsmith, and Sandra Sanchez-Reilly pose palliative care--medical
care designed to comfort rather than to cure patients--as an antidote to the
experience of most Americans at the most vulnerable juncture of their lives.

With an author team comprised of three health communication scholars and one
physician certified in geriatrics and palliative medicine, this volume integrates
the medical literature on palliative care with that of health communication
researchers who advocate a biopsychosocial approach to health care. Applying
communication theories and insights to illuminate problems and to explain their
complexities, the authors advocate a patient-centered approach to care that
recognizes and seeks to lessen patients’ suffering and the many types of pain they
may experience (physical, psychological, social, and spiritual) during life-
threatening illness.
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Editorial Review

Review

'This book's various perspectives make it a useful resource for health care providers, patients,
caregivers, family members, and students pursuing health professions or studying communications,
especially those seeking to enhance their sensitivity when dealing with seriously ill patients... Summing
Up: Recommended.' - CHOICE

'Applying communication theories and insights to illuminate problems and to explain their
complexities, the authors advocate a patient-centered approach to care that recognizes and seeks to
lessen patients' suffering and the many types of pain they may experience (physical, psychological,
social, and spiritual) during life-threatening illness.' Counselling Magazine

About the Author

Sandra Ragan (Ph.D. University of Texas at Austin) is Professor Emerita of communication at the University
of Oklahoma. She has been studying communication and palliative care/end-of-life issues for many years,
and has contributed to numerous volumes on the topic, including several in the LEA list. Elaine Wittenberg-
Lyles (Ph.D. University of Oklahoma) is an assistant professor at the University of North Texas, and Joy
Goldsmith (Ph.D. University of Oklahoma) is an assistant professor at Young Harris College in Georgia.
Sandra Sanchez-Reilly (M.D., Colegio Mayor de Nuestra Señora del Rosario, Colombia) is an assistant
professor of Geriatrics and Palliative Care and the director of the Palliative Care program at the University of
Texas Health Science Center and the South Texas Veterans Health Care System in San Antonio, Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Frederick:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Communication as Comfort: Multiple
Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) to read.

Lisa Cook:

Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good



vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge
Communication Series) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Paul Hardy:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series)
this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Lena Lewis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Communication as Comfort: Multiple
Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) can to be
your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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