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“James Polk’s portrait of America is riveting . . . his arguments are sound and
convincing. An important, fascinating book written with a strong
message.”—Norm Goldman, Bookpleasures.com

It is James Polk’s belief that North Americans have largely abandoned the public
sphere for the sake of individual fortune. In The Triumph of Ignorance and Bliss,
he examines the foundations of a culture that he sees as favoring firepower over
diplomacy, passions from the pulpit over rational critique, and the star appeal of
media idols over the struggle with real problems. Where engaged public
discourse should channel effective dissent, there is ignorance; where public
outrage should ignite corrective action to oppose the status quo, there is bliss.

Polk portrays a society sidetracked by television-inspired fantasies of fame, fun,
and perfect bodies; where public school systems are close to collapse; where
millions live without health insurance; where tax policies openly favor the
wealthiest; where corporations brazenly take control, not only of decision-
making processes, but also of the very means by which issues, content, and
public priorities are defined, communicated, and dealt with; where the optimism
of the past has been replaced by a sense of despair and foreboding because of
abuses of trust.

Deeply influenced by both the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory and twentieth-
century phenomenology, James Polk holds a PhD in philosophy for his work on
Immanuel Kant and Martin Heidegger. Other publications include essays and
translations in social philosophy and comparative social history. Polk currently
teaches at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles.
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“James Polk’s portrait of America is riveting . . . his arguments are sound and convincing. An important,
fascinating book written with a strong message.”—Norm Goldman, Bookpleasures.com

It is James Polk’s belief that North Americans have largely abandoned the public sphere for the sake of
individual fortune. In The Triumph of Ignorance and Bliss, he examines the foundations of a culture that he
sees as favoring firepower over diplomacy, passions from the pulpit over rational critique, and the star appeal
of media idols over the struggle with real problems. Where engaged public discourse should channel
effective dissent, there is ignorance; where public outrage should ignite corrective action to oppose the status
quo, there is bliss.

Polk portrays a society sidetracked by television-inspired fantasies of fame, fun, and perfect bodies; where
public school systems are close to collapse; where millions live without health insurance; where tax policies
openly favor the wealthiest; where corporations brazenly take control, not only of decision-making
processes, but also of the very means by which issues, content, and public priorities are defined,
communicated, and dealt with; where the optimism of the past has been replaced by a sense of despair and
foreboding because of abuses of trust.

Deeply influenced by both the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory and twentieth-century phenomenology,
James Polk holds a PhD in philosophy for his work on Immanuel Kant and Martin Heidegger. Other
publications include essays and translations in social philosophy and comparative social history. Polk
currently teaches at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

James Polk holds a PhD in philosophy for his work on Kant and Heidegger. Polk is a former fellow of the
Heinrich-Heine-Stiftung für Philosophie und kritische Sozialwissenschaft and the author of Am Horizont der
Zeit. Previous publications include a number of essays on social philosophy and comparative social history.
Polk teaches at the University of Southern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

This book untitled Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Mary Manzo:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America.

Vincent Johnson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America.



Justin Oliver:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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