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Engage and enlighten students by skillfully guiding them through thought-
provoking classroom discussions using these straightforward strategies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Practical and beneficial to teaching and learning in today's world ...the book provides good strategies for
helping teachers facilitate meaningful academic discussions in the classroom setting." (Sylvia Jackson 2005-
01-11)

"There is a great deal of relevant, practical information in this book for teachers to use to improve the
quality of seminars."  (Cynthia Passmore 2005-01-07)

"A teacher can take this text and learn to facilitate a seminar. The examples are very useful and after some
practice, I believe I too could manage a seminar discussion successfully." (Eric Kincaid 2004-11-16)

"I loved the case stories/examples of classroom seminars/discussions that illustrated the author's
points...I was able to relate to many of the problems that some of the teachers faced in their seminars...The
book will make a distinct contribution to the field." (Kimberly C. Smith 2005-01-07)

"There are two reasons why this book is so important now. The first is the vitality of the subject: true
classroom dialogue may be our only hope for helping our students become civil as well as thoughtful
citizens. The second is that the authors practice what they preach. They assume from the first page that
teachers themselves are thoughtful professionals, capable of making the subtle decisions discussed in these
pages. The result is a book that should lie open on the desk of any teacher who is truly interested in teaching
students to think." (Terry Roberts, Director 2005-10-14)

"As a teacher and teacher educator, I have led hundreds of student-centered discussions and in reading this
book I discovered new ideas and strategies that will help me improve the quality of my own classroom
discussions. I believe there are strategies in this book for all teachers, novice to expert." (Jennifer R.
Mangrum, Coordinator of Elementary Education Initiative 2005-11-21)

"A strong student-centered discussion is a teacher's dream - a classroom of students energized by
intellectual exchange. That's why Hale and City's book is such a gift. This book is packed with strategies for
facilitating great discussions. Whether you are new to student-centered discussions or an old-pro, their book
will help you think strategically about how to take your classroom to the next level." (Eric Westendorf,
Founding Director 2005-12-22)

"I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to teach students to improve their listening, critical
thinking, social, or college success skills." (Jennifer Lerner, Northern Virginia Community College 2007-02-
20)

About the Author
Michael S. Hale has served as a teacher, principal, professional developer, professor, university
administrator, and educational software executive.  His passion for student inquiry has resulted in many
years of experience with participant-centered discussions in a wide variety of settings.   A National Paideia
Faculty member, he has worked with many teachers and students to develop the knowledge and skills to
engage in idea- and text-based conversations.  He currently spends most of his days as Vice President for
Curriculum Consulting with VitalSource Technologies in Raleigh, NC, where he works with educators to



transform didactic materials into more interactive digital formats. His formal education includes a B.A. in
Philosophy from Auburn University and a M.A. and Ph.D in Curriculum and Instruction from the University
of North Carolina.

Elizabeth A. City has served as a teacher, principal, and instructional coach, primarily in North Carolina and
Massachusetts. In addition to enjoying countless student-centered discussions in her own classroom, as a
National Paideia Faculty member, she has worked with teachers and students across the country as they have
learned to facilitate and participate in text-based conversations. Much of Liz’s current work centers on
supporting principals and teachers in creating collaborative communities where rich dialogue and learning
for both adults and children is the norm. She is a member of the Senior Faculty of Boston’s School
Leadership Institute, where she teaches courses in using data, learning and teaching, and professional
development to Boston Public School Principal Fellows. She is currently working on her doctorate at the
Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hogan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Teacher's Guide to Leading Student-Centered
Discussions: Talking About Texts in the Classroom. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Teacher's Guide to Leading Student-Centered
Discussions: Talking About Texts in the Classroom. You can add information and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Jennifer Stewart:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Teacher's Guide to Leading Student-
Centered Discussions: Talking About Texts in the Classroom will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Timothy Bullock:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Teacher's Guide to Leading



Student-Centered Discussions: Talking About Texts in the Classroom to read.

Clorinda Combs:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Teacher's Guide to Leading Student-Centered
Discussions: Talking About Texts in the Classroom can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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