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Captain Cook is the greatest explorer-seaman of all time, yet the world has had to
wait almost two centuries for the first full-scale biography to do justice to the
man and his achievements. Professor J.C. Beaglehole, the leading authority on
Pacific exploration, devoted himself for many years to the editing of Cook's
copious Journals, a monument of scholarship in four massive volumes, and the
Journal of Josepph Banks who accompanied Cook in the Endeavor. The Journals
completed, Beaglehole turn to writing as the crown of his life's work this
biography of Cook, which was completed but for a final checking when he died.
This is not merely a chronological account of events in Cook's life but a deeply
revealing study of the growth of a complex character, stubborn and passionate
yet patient and judicious, seen in his actions as an unrivalled navigator and
explorer and as a commander of men. Those who influenced Cook from
childhood up, and those who sailed with him on his voyages, are as clearly and
surely drawn as the man himself. The author's first-hand knowledge of the
Pacific Islands and the coasts of New Zealand and Australia give a warmth and
actuality to the narrative, while his impeccable scholarship and skill in handling
the mass of documentary material, his wit, and his elegant literary style, confirm
the expectration that this is one of the great historical biographies.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Definitive is a word to use sparingly, but it applies to this life of Cook ... The book abounds in fresh insights
and fascinating information.' The American Historical Review

From the Back Cover
The culmination of the life work of the most distinguished historian of Pacific exploration, this lavishly
illustrated biography places Cook in the context of his times and affirms his eminence in the history of
maritime discovery.

About the Author
John Cawte Beaglehole was born in Wellington and attended Victoria University College to which, after
graduate work in London and a period of short-lived jobs and unemployment in the 1930s, he was to return
as lecturer in history, senior research fellow and finally Professor of British Commonwealth History. Among
his publications are The Exploration of the Pacific, The Discovery of New Zealand, and Victoria University
College: An Essay Toward a History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Philip Logan:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Life of Captain James Cook book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Barbara Lewis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Life of Captain James Cook, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Priscilla Garcia:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Life of
Captain James Cook which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Yolanda Matlock:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Life of Captain James Cook was colorful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Life of Captain James Cook has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.
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