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For fans of John Green and Rainbow Rowell comes this powerful novel about a
girl with cancer who creates a take-no-prisoners bucket list that sets off a war at
school—only to discover she's gone into remission.

When sixteen-year-old Alice is diagnosed with leukemia, she vows to spend her
final months righting wrongs. So she convinces her best friend, Harvey, to help
her with a crazy bucket list that's as much about revenge as it is about hope. But
just when Alice's scores are settled, she goes into remission, and now she must
face the consequences of all she's said and done. Contemporary realistic-fiction
readers who love romantic stories featuring strong heroines will find much to
savor in this standout debut.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—Sixteen-year-old Alice is in the final stages of leukemia. While her body is being decimated by
chemo, she reconnects with her longtime childhood friend, Harvey, and enlists him to help her complete a
Dying-To-Do List. Revenge on her ex-boyfriend who cheated on her? Check. Revenge on the girl he cheated
with? Check. Visiting the memory-laden but run-down amusement park of her childhood? Check. Ready to
die, Alice is completely shocked when her cancer suddenly goes into remission. Faced with life, she now has
to deal with the kind of person she has become (not the nicest) and the kind of person she wants to be. On
top of everything, how will she handle the complicated love she feels for Harvey? Caring for him feels
impossible because she doesn't trust the reprieve from cancer that she's been given. Growing up is hard, but
growing up with the threat of a recurrence of cancer is even harder. The narrative demands that close
attention be paid, as chapters alternate between the points of view of both Alice and Harvey, as well as
between Then (when Alice had cancer) and Now (when she is cancer-free). Honest and unflinching, this is a
compelling story of one teen's struggle with cancer, love, and living. A worthwhile addition.—Ragan
O'Malley, Saint Ann's School, Brooklyn, NY

From Booklist
Sixteen-year-old Alice is diagnosed with leukemia, but following a year of grueling chemo, she decides to
end the unsuccessful treatment. Everyone is waiting for her to die: her parents; loyal Harvey, the boy who
has loved her since childhood; and Alice most of all. But she has made her peace, having ticked items off her
bucket list, most of which involve mean-spirited revenge pranks on those who wronged her (including her
ex-boyfriend, Luke). But then, miraculously, she goes into remission. Now what? Debut author Murphy
switches points of view between Harvey and Alice, and between Then and Now; all this back and forth gives
readers much-needed insight into the complexity of Alice and Harvey’s relationship. In the now, Alice’s
greatest fear in life has become expectations, and she pushes patient, long-suffering Harvey away. What’s
interesting—and refreshing—about this book is that, yes, Alice has cancer, but she is not a likable girl, and
readers’ emotions will be all over the map even as they continue to root for her ultimate act of redemption.
Alice and Harvey’s relationship is raw, honest, moving, and unapologetic in its depiction of their individual,
and collective, pain. Grades 9-12. --Ann Kelley

Review
“Honest and unflinching, this is a compelling story of one teen’s struggle with cancer, love, and living. A
worthwhile addition.” (School Library Journal)

“Readers will turn the last page wanting to know where the next chapter leads.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“Alice and Harvey’s relationship is raw, honest, moving, and unapologetic in its depiction of their individual,
and collective, pain.” (Booklist)

“Julie Murphy weaves together a tender and funny tale of love, friendship, heartache, and redemption. SIDE
EFFECTS MAY VARY explodes with brutal honesty, brilliant wit, and unflinching heart.” (John Corey
Whaley, winner of the Michael L. Printz Award for WHERE THINGS COME BACK)

“Julie Murphy’s SIDE EFFECTS MAY VARY is a funny, heartfelt, honest look at the beauty and the risk of
getting a second chance. An inspiring novel about all the things worth living for. I adored this debut!”
(Siobhan Vivian, author of The List)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“A funny and touching novel about a strong-willed heroine who finds facing death simple, but facing life
heart-wrenchingly complicated. A real original.” (Jennifer Echols, author of GOING TOO FAR)

“A tale of unlikely romance, impossible obstacles, and mortality, this book is a must-read.” (Teen Vogue)

“It’s equal parts fun, cringe-worthy, and totally fearless!” (Seventeen Magazine)

“An unexpected twist on the typical cancer story.” (Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA))

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Side Effects May
Vary is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Wendell Nadeau:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Side
Effects May Vary, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Timothy Bullock:

You may get this Side Effects May Vary by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Nancy Barry:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?



Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Side Effects May Vary or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
put their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Side Effects May Vary to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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