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Pedro Zamora changed lives.When the HIV-positive AIDS educator appeared on
MTV's The Real World: San Francisco, he taught millions of viewers about
being gay and living with AIDS. Pedro's roommate on the show was Judd
Winick, who created Pedro and Me to honor Pedro Zamora, his friend and
teacher and an unforgettable human being. First published in 2000, Pedro and
Me was a graphic novel pioneer. Its moving portrait of friendship and its urgent
message have already reached thousands of people. Now, Pedro's story is
reintroduced to today's graphically focused culture with a gorgeous, eye-catching
new cover and a foreword from Judd.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Without the third season of MTV's The Real World, set in San Francisco, Pedro Zamora would have lived
and died quietly, a Cuban immigrant who became an AIDS educator after his HIV diagnosis at the age of 17.
But in 1993, he and seven others were selected for the cast of The Real World, and Pedro's battle with AIDS,
his irrepressible good nature, his love affair with Sean Sasser, and his growing friendship with his
housemates would become public knowledge. When Pedro succumbed to complications of AIDS in
November 1994, news of his death was carried on every major network and made international headlines.
Thousands of letters arrived from around the world. Even President Clinton applauded Pedro's bravery in
speaking out to young people about AIDS prevention and self-esteem. Judd Winick, a struggling cartoonist,
had also been chosen for that season of The Real World, and became Pedro's roommate and close friend. His
cartoon memoir tells the story of their friendship and serves as a vivid memorial to a bright-eyed and gifted
man who made more of his 22 years of life than most of us could make of 80. --Regina Marler

From Publishers Weekly
In this powerful and captivating graphic novel, Winick, a professional cartoonist and cast member of MTV's
The Real World 3: San Francisco, pays tribute to his Real World housemate and friend Pedro Zamora, an
AIDS activist and educator who died of the disease in 1994. Striking just the right balance of cool and
forthrightness sure to attract a broad cross section of teens, twenty-somethings and beyond, Winick describes
the special bond he developed with Zamora and shares some of his own journey to enlightenment about
AIDS awareness. From Winick's initial preconceptions about the disease to the ultimate moments of
heartbreaking loss, the author bravely invites readers into a life-altering experience. The result is never
mawkish: Winick speaks of his friend not with otherworldly awe, but with palpable love and warmth and
profound admiration. Readers unfamiliar with the graphic novel genre would do well to start with this title.
Winick imbues deceptively simple black-and-white comic-strip art with a full spectrum of emotion, and his
approach is particularly adept at conveying Zamora's mind-set; for instance, a series of partial views of
Zamora driving, just after he's received the news that he's HIV positive, communicates Zamora's anxiety and
confusion. Throughout, Winick depicts Zamora as a vital force, a tireless teacher using frank language to
relate facts about how people contract the virus that causes AIDS, how they can prevent it and how they can
live with it. An innovative and accessible approach to a difficult subject. Ages 14-up. (Sept.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up-In graphic-novel format, Winick addresses the moral depth of friendship, the molding processes
of family, the attention required to discern and pursue a vocation, HIV education, acceptance of gay-
identifying youth by themselves and by their families, and the role of death in the human life cycle. The
author does a stellar job of marrying image to word to form a flowing narrative. He introduces readers to his
own formation as a cartoonist wanna-be, and how he landed a role in MTV's The Real World series in order
to live rent-free in San Francisco for six months. Among his television producer-selected roommates was
Pedro Zamora, a Cuban immigrant who developed HIV as a teenager. Pedro's response to his diagnosis was
to become an HIV educator, traveling around the nation to give informed and inspirational speeches in
venues that included schools. Zamora and Winick became close friends after the author's initial trepidation
about sharing living space with a gay man infected with the AIDS virus. The role of another of their
roommates, a female Asian-American medical student, both in Winick's education and his personal life, is
nicely folded into his account. The story continues through Zamora's decline and death to the periods of



grieving and grief recovery that followed for Winick, Zamora's family, and his many friends. This is an
important book for teens and the adults who care about them. Winick handles his topics with both sensitivity
and a thoroughness that rarely coexist so seamlessly.
Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roman Leonard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Pedro and
Me: Friendship, Loss, and What I Learned is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kimberly Foley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Pedro and Me: Friendship, Loss, and
What I Learned, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Janie Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Pedro and Me: Friendship,
Loss, and What I Learned that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Pedro and Me: Friendship, Loss, and
What I Learned become your starter.

Janice Evans:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the



outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Pedro and Me: Friendship, Loss, and What I Learned why
because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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