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'Incredibly moving' --Anne Enright, winner of the Man Booker Prize

An Affair with My Mother by Caitriona Palmer: a moving and gripping story
of love, denial and a daughter's quest for the truth.

Caitriona Palmer had a happy childhood in Dublin, raised by loving adoptive
parents. But when she was in her late twenties, she realized that she had a strong
need to know the woman who had given birth to her. She was able to locate her
birth mother, Sarah, and they developed a strong attachment.

But Sarah set one painful condition to this joyous new relationship: she wished to
keep it - to keep Caitriona - secret from her family, from her friends, from
everyone.

Who was Sarah, and why did she want to preserve a decades-old secret? An
Affair with My Mother tells the story of Caitriona's quest to answer these
questions, and of the intense, furtive 'affair' she and her mother conducted in
carefully chosen locations around Dublin. By turns heartwarming and
heartbreaking, An Affair with My Mother is a searing portrait of the social and
familial forces that left Sarah - and so many other unwed Irish mothers of her
generation - frightened, traumatized and bereft. It is also a beautifully written
account of a remarkable relationship.

'Caitriona Palmer has called out the false shame of her origins, with a kind of
anguished courage that is incredibly moving. An Affair With My Mother is a
forensic account of how it feels to be - in the interests of Catholic "respectability"
- excluded from the facts of your own life. In its commitment to family love, to
joy and truth, it is a gift.' Anne Enright, winner of the Man Booker Prize
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Caitriona Palmer had a happy childhood in Dublin, raised by loving adoptive parents. But when she was in
her late twenties, she realized that she had a strong need to know the woman who had given birth to her. She
was able to locate her birth mother, Sarah, and they developed a strong attachment.

But Sarah set one painful condition to this joyous new relationship: she wished to keep it - to keep Caitriona
- secret from her family, from her friends, from everyone.

Who was Sarah, and why did she want to preserve a decades-old secret? An Affair with My Mother tells the
story of Caitriona's quest to answer these questions, and of the intense, furtive 'affair' she and her mother
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with My Mother is a searing portrait of the social and familial forces that left Sarah - and so many other
unwed Irish mothers of her generation - frightened, traumatized and bereft. It is also a beautifully written
account of a remarkable relationship.

'Caitriona Palmer has called out the false shame of her origins, with a kind of anguished courage that is
incredibly moving. An Affair With My Mother is a forensic account of how it feels to be - in the interests of
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Editorial Review

Review

"Palmer . . .  writes very movingly of the dislocation of the adoptee." —Sunday Express

About the Author

Caitríona Palmer writes for the Irish Independent. She lives in Washington, DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sanchez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this An Affair with My Mother: A Story of
Adoption, Secrecy and Love book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Stephen Vancleave:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this An Affair with
My Mother: A Story of Adoption, Secrecy and Love, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Jill White:

You may get this An Affair with My Mother: A Story of Adoption, Secrecy and Love by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.



Abel Cooke:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this An Affair with My Mother: A Story of Adoption, Secrecy and Love can make
you experience more interested to read.
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