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In downtown Detroit there exists a grand residence built in the Venetian Gothic
style some 130 years ago. It stands now in ruins seemingly more comfortable in
the company of a lonely castle in the Scottish Highlands than in the shadow of
Ford Field (Detroit Lions), Comerica Park (Detroit Tigers), and Joe Louis Arena
(Detroit Red Wings). Though its only occupants for the last 40 years have been
crack dealers and the local homeless population, its history reflects the length and
breadth of the American Experience. This is its Story
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Editorial Review

Review
63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian Gothic Mansion in Downtown
Detroit is more than the tragic history of a grand residence built 130 years ago that has fallen into virtual ruin
today, used by crack dealers and the local homeless for the past 40 years. 63 Alfred Street is an extremely
critical examination of the urban decay that has plagued Detroit's inner city, and the factors that cause it.
Author John Kossik, a former resident of Detroit, compares the inner city's social ills to a Hydra - just like
the mythical monster of legend, it has many heads (causes), which must be tackled as a whole and dealt with
properly or else they will regrow. Kossik names many culprits in Detroit's degredation, from the demolishing
of vibrant neighborhoods to create road systems that encouraged white flight, to a tax burden that drives out
young families and keeps them from returning, to a culture of entitlement amid union auto workers that
cripples Detroit's auto industry, to Detroit's unhealthy dependence on the auto manufacturing industry in the
first place, and more. Kossik doesn't have all the answers, but through his judiciously researched blend of
history and sociology, he hopes to spread greater awareness of the problem and aid the search for solutions.
A thoughtful and invaluable study of seemingly intractable social problems, 63 Alfred Street is highly
recommended. --Midwest Book Review, Library Bookwatch, January 2011

About the Author
John Kossik was born and raised in the Downriver suburbs of Detroit. He graduated from Michigan State
University with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering in 1983. He has lived and worked in the Pacific Northwest
since then and has written numerous articles in publications such as Chemical Engineering, Chemical
Engineering Progress, Genetic Engineering News, Pharmaceutical Manufacturing, Filtration+Separation, and
Bioprocess International. He is co-patent holder of Disposable rotary drum filter, US Patent No. 6,336,561.
A life-long Tiger fan until that venerable structure was abandoned in 1999, he subsequently gave up
watching the game. He lives with his wife and two grown children in suburban Seattle. An amateur
photographer, historian, and marine reef-keeper, this is his first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

The feeling that you get from 63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian
Gothic Mansion in Downtown Detroit could be the more deep you searching the information that hide into
the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian Gothic Mansion in Downtown
Detroit giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular 63
Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian Gothic Mansion in Downtown
Detroit instantly.



Alan Durham:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is 63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian
Gothic Mansion in Downtown Detroit this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Rocky Melvin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular 63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism
Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian Gothic Mansion in Downtown Detroit can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks.
So , why hesitate? We should have 63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a
Venetian Gothic Mansion in Downtown Detroit.

John Parish:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book 63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times of a Venetian Gothic Mansion
in Downtown Detroit we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative
person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this book 63 Alfred Street: Where Capitalism Failed: The Life and Times
of a Venetian Gothic Mansion in Downtown Detroit. You can more attractive than now.
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