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Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling examines Vietnamese American youth
gang formation in Southern California, with an emphasis on the experiences of
those heavily involved in the 1990s.  Lam traces the genealogy of the Vietnamese
American youth gang phenomenon as part of the conflict in Southeast Asia. He
describes the consequences of war and migration for youth as well as their
racialization as "Asian American" subjects. Grounded in the critical narratives of
three gang members, Lam addresses themes of racism, violence, class struggle,
style, and schooling in an era of anti-youth legislation in the state and nationally.
In this dehumanizing context, Lam frames Vietnamese and Southeast Asian
American gang members as postcolonial subjects, offering an alternative analysis
toward humanization and decolonization.
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Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling examines Vietnamese American youth gang formation in Southern
California, with an emphasis on the experiences of those heavily involved in the 1990s.  Lam traces the
genealogy of the Vietnamese American youth gang phenomenon as part of the conflict in Southeast Asia. He
describes the consequences of war and migration for youth as well as their racialization as "Asian American"
subjects. Grounded in the critical narratives of three gang members, Lam addresses themes of racism,
violence, class struggle, style, and schooling in an era of anti-youth legislation in the state and nationally. In
this dehumanizing context, Lam frames Vietnamese and Southeast Asian American gang members as
postcolonial subjects, offering an alternative analysis toward humanization and decolonization.
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Editorial Review

Review
2016 Critics Choice Book Award, American Educational Studies Association

"Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling is a pioneering book about the interplay of colonialism, racism, and
the production of Vietnamese youth gangs in Southern California. Lam’s narrative is moving, rigorous, and
deeply compelling. Weaving his own personal experiences with the poisonous dynamics of American
imperialism, diaspora, displacement and the reconfiguration of place and agency, Lam provides a searing
commentary on Vietnamese American youth gang subculture, the dynamics of racism, disruption, and
poverty that now mark a notable chapter and offshoot of American domestic and foreign policy. The
subculture of youth gangs is understood by Lam as a way not only to analyse a politics of disposability and
state racism and violence, but also to connect the related matters of empire, immigration, geopolitics, and
education. This is a brilliant book which should be required reading by everyone concerned about politics,
power, and what it means to take seriously learning from historical memory in order to treat youth in general
as part of the project and promise of a radical democracy." - Henry A. Giroux, McMaster University Chair
for Scholarship in the Public Interest, The Paulo Freire Distinguished Scholar in Critical Pedagogy, and
Professor of English and Cultural Studies, McMaster University, Canada

“Kevin Lam is a new voice in critical education. In this rich account, Lam provides compelling analysis of
Vietnamese gang formation in a framework that combines studies of political economy, racialization, and
empire.  Stuck between model minority and gang-banger status, Vietnamese youth seek meaning as
criminalized and perpetual strangers in the U.S.  As Lam shows, they are neither victims of their
circumstances nor freely acting subjects.  We peer into a world of contradictions where hope resides as a
concrete possibility through Lam's retelling of their migration and social struggle.” - Zeus Leonardo,
Professor and Affiliated Faculty Member of the Critical Theory Designated Emphasis, Graduate School of
Education, University of California, Berkeley, USA

Review
Winner of the American Educational Studies Association 2016 Critics' Choice Book Award

From the Back Cover

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore Pritchard:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling:



Vietnamese American Youth in a Postcolonial Context (Postcolonial Studies in Education) book because this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Tyler Woodley:

Often the book Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling: Vietnamese American Youth in a Postcolonial
Context (Postcolonial Studies in Education) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling: Vietnamese American Youth in a
Postcolonial Context (Postcolonial Studies in Education) is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Eugene Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling: Vietnamese American Youth in a Postcolonial Context
(Postcolonial Studies in Education) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Opal Moffett:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling: Vietnamese American Youth in a Postcolonial
Context (Postcolonial Studies in Education) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling:
Vietnamese American Youth in a Postcolonial Context (Postcolonial Studies in Education). You can more
appealing than now.
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