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What Does God Expect of Us?

Is our faith only about going to church, studying the Bible, and avoiding the most
serious sins—or does God expect more?

Have we embraced the whole gospel or a gospel with a hole in it?

Fifteen years ago Rich Stearns came face-to-face with that question as he sat in a
mud hut in Rakai, Uganda, listening to the heartbreaking story of an orphaned
child. Stearns’s journey there took much more than a long flight to Africa. It took
answering God’s call on his life, a call that tore him out of his corner office at
one of America’s most prestigious corporations—to walk with the poorest of the
poor in our world.

Marking its fifth year, this anniversary edition of The Hole in Our Gospel
features new content along with full-color graphics on poverty statistics, a guide
for churches on short-term missions and international engagement, and an index
of Scripture on poverty, justice, faith in action, and more. The Hole in Our
Gospel changed people’s lives, and some of those personal accounts also appear
in this anniversary edition. Stearns’s compelling story demonstrates that the
whole gospel was always meant to be a world-changing, social revolution, a
revolution that begins with each one of us.

ECPA 2010 Christian Book of the Year Award Winner!

“Read this compelling story and urgent call for change—Richard Stearns is a
contemporary Amos crying ‘let justice roll down like waters. . . .’ Justice is a
serious gospel-prophetic mandate. Far too many American Christians for too
long a time have left the cause to ‘others.’ Read it as an altar call.” —Eugene H.
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Peterson, translator of The Message; and Professor Emeritus of Spiritual
Theology, Regent College

“Rich Stearns calls us to exhilarating obedience to God’s life-altering, world-
changing command to reflect his love to our neighbors at home and globally. The
Hole in Our Gospel is imbued with the hope of what is possible when God’s
people are transformed to live radically in light of his great love.” —Gary
Haugen, president & CEO, International Justice Mission

“Richard Stearns is quite simply one of the finest leaders I have ever known. . . .
When he became president of World Vision, I had a front row seat to witness the
way God used his mind and heart to inspire thousands. . . . The Hole in Our
Gospel will call you to a higher level of discipleship. . . . Now is the time . . .
Richard Stearns has the strategy . . . your move!” —Bill Hybels, founding and
senior pastor, Willow Creek Community Church

“World Vision plays a strategic role on our globe. As the largest relief
organization in the history of the world, it initiates care and responds to crisis.
Rich Stearns navigates this mercy mission with great skill. His book urges us to
think again about the opportunity to love our neighbor and comfort the afflicted.
His message is timely and needed. May God bless him, the mission of World
Vision, and all who embrace it.” —Max Lucado, pastor and best-selling author

“An urgent, powerful summons to live like Jesus. Stearns weaves solid theology,
moving stories, and his own journey of faith into a compelling call to live the
whole Gospel. Highly recommended!” —Ronald J. Sider, president, Evangelicals
for Social Action; and author of Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger

“With passionate urging and earnestness, Rich Stearns challenges Christians to
embrace the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ by embracing the neediest and most
vulnerable among us. After reading the moving stories, the compelling facts and
figures, Stearns’s excellent application of the Scripture, and his own experiences
at World Vision, you will no doubt be asking yourself: What should I do?”
—Chuck Colson, founder, Prison Fellowship
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What Does God Expect of Us?

Is our faith only about going to church, studying the Bible, and avoiding the most serious sins—or does God
expect more?

Have we embraced the whole gospel or a gospel with a hole in it?

Fifteen years ago Rich Stearns came face-to-face with that question as he sat in a mud hut in Rakai, Uganda,
listening to the heartbreaking story of an orphaned child. Stearns’s journey there took much more than a long
flight to Africa. It took answering God’s call on his life, a call that tore him out of his corner office at one of
America’s most prestigious corporations—to walk with the poorest of the poor in our world.

Marking its fifth year, this anniversary edition of The Hole in Our Gospel features new content along with
full-color graphics on poverty statistics, a guide for churches on short-term missions and international
engagement, and an index of Scripture on poverty, justice, faith in action, and more. The Hole in Our Gospel
changed people’s lives, and some of those personal accounts also appear in this anniversary edition.
Stearns’s compelling story demonstrates that the whole gospel was always meant to be a world-changing,
social revolution, a revolution that begins with each one of us.

ECPA 2010 Christian Book of the Year Award Winner!

“Read this compelling story and urgent call for change—Richard Stearns is a contemporary Amos crying ‘let
justice roll down like waters. . . .’ Justice is a serious gospel-prophetic mandate. Far too many American
Christians for too long a time have left the cause to ‘others.’ Read it as an altar call.” —Eugene H. Peterson,
translator of The Message; and Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Theology, Regent College

“Rich Stearns calls us to exhilarating obedience to God’s life-altering, world-changing command to reflect
his love to our neighbors at home and globally. The Hole in Our Gospel is imbued with the hope of what is
possible when God’s people are transformed to live radically in light of his great love.” —Gary Haugen,
president & CEO, International Justice Mission

“Richard Stearns is quite simply one of the finest leaders I have ever known. . . . When he became president
of World Vision, I had a front row seat to witness the way God used his mind and heart to inspire thousands.
. . . The Hole in Our Gospel will call you to a higher level of discipleship. . . . Now is the time . . . Richard
Stearns has the strategy . . . your move!” —Bill Hybels, founding and senior pastor, Willow Creek
Community Church

“World Vision plays a strategic role on our globe. As the largest relief organization in the history of the
world, it initiates care and responds to crisis. Rich Stearns navigates this mercy mission with great skill. His



book urges us to think again about the opportunity to love our neighbor and comfort the afflicted. His
message is timely and needed. May God bless him, the mission of World Vision, and all who embrace it.”
—Max Lucado, pastor and best-selling author

“An urgent, powerful summons to live like Jesus. Stearns weaves solid theology, moving stories, and his
own journey of faith into a compelling call to live the whole Gospel. Highly recommended!” —Ronald J.
Sider, president, Evangelicals for Social Action; and author of Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger

“With passionate urging and earnestness, Rich Stearns challenges Christians to embrace the whole Gospel of
Jesus Christ by embracing the neediest and most vulnerable among us. After reading the moving stories, the
compelling facts and figures, Stearns’s excellent application of the Scripture, and his own experiences at
World Vision, you will no doubt be asking yourself: What should I do?” —Chuck Colson, founder, Prison
Fellowship
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Richard Stearns has served as president of World Vision US since 1998, bringing with him twenty-three
years of corporate experience. Rich and his wife, Reneé, have supported World Vision since 1984. Th ey
have five children of their own plus millions more around the world. Follow Rich at RichStearns.org.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Hole in Our Gospel Special Edition: What
Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and Might Just Change the World. Try to face
the book The Hole in Our Gospel Special Edition: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed
My Life and Might Just Change the World as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Joseph Cash:

Beside this particular The Hole in Our Gospel Special Edition: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer
That Changed My Life and Might Just Change the World in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have The Hole in Our Gospel Special Edition: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My
Life and Might Just Change the World because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Mary Salas:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Hole in Our Gospel Special Edition: What
Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and Might Just Change the World can give you
a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than



various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The Hole in Our Gospel
Special Edition: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My Life and Might Just Change
the World.

Karen Ofarrell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book The Hole in Our Gospel Special Edition: What Does God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed
My Life and Might Just Change the World. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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