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From the intro: "ITS weird and commanding beauty; its subdued and goldless
colouring; the baffling intricacy of its fearless designs; the clean, unwavering
sweep of rounded spiral; the creeping undulations of serpentine forms, that
writhe in artistic profusion throughout the mazes of its decorations; the strong
and legible minuscule of its text; the quaintness of its striking portraiture; the
unwearied reverence and patient labour that brought it into being; all of which
combined go to mate up the Book of Kells have raised this ancient Irish volume
to a position of abiding preeminence amongst the illuminated manuscripts of the
world. Many attempts have been made to reproduce its unique illuminations; and,
so far as form and outline are concerned, the reproductions have been as far as
possible successful. But all such efforts have up till now failed to give a living
representation of its marvellous pages—for without its colour harmonies no
reproduction can be regarded as adequate from the point of view of art. The last
important attempt at reproduction in colour was made about forty years ago; but
the scientific knowledge of the time was unequal to the strain sought to be put
upon it. In the years which have since elapsed the science of light, photography,
and colour-reproduction has made rapid advances towards an accuracy which
was unknown when the earlier attempts were published; and it is only by the aid
of such advancement that the production of the present volume has become
possible. In this respect the work now published differs from all its predecessors;
for, though still distant from absolute perfection, the reproductions here given
will be found to be infinitely closer to the originals in the important matter of
actual colour than any of the so-called facsimiles which up to the present have
been included in any published work. For this reason the present volume should
not be regarded as in any sense a rival of the uncoloured reproductions which
have already appeared of the Book of Kells. Its office is rather to supplement in
colour what has already been accomplished by ordinary photography and
monochrome; to add a new value to previous efforts with the assistance of the
most recent methods and processes of polychromatic photography and colour-
printing. Looked at from this standpoint one may fairly claim for the work here
produced that it fills with some measure of satisfaction a gap in the pictorial
history of Celtic illumination, and affords as it were a nearer view of one of the
most interesting and beautiful manuscripts which have yet come from the hands
of man."
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intricacy of its fearless designs; the clean, unwavering sweep of rounded spiral; the creeping undulations of
serpentine forms, that writhe in artistic profusion throughout the mazes of its decorations; the strong and
legible minuscule of its text; the quaintness of its striking portraiture; the unwearied reverence and patient
labour that brought it into being; all of which combined go to mate up the Book of Kells have raised this
ancient Irish volume to a position of abiding preeminence amongst the illuminated manuscripts of the world.
Many attempts have been made to reproduce its unique illuminations; and, so far as form and outline are
concerned, the reproductions have been as far as possible successful. But all such efforts have up till now
failed to give a living representation of its marvellous pages—for without its colour harmonies no
reproduction can be regarded as adequate from the point of view of art. The last important attempt at
reproduction in colour was made about forty years ago; but the scientific knowledge of the time was unequal
to the strain sought to be put upon it. In the years which have since elapsed the science of light, photography,
and colour-reproduction has made rapid advances towards an accuracy which was unknown when the earlier
attempts were published; and it is only by the aid of such advancement that the production of the present
volume has become possible. In this respect the work now published differs from all its predecessors; for,
though still distant from absolute perfection, the reproductions here given will be found to be infinitely closer
to the originals in the important matter of actual colour than any of the so-called facsimiles which up to the
present have been included in any published work. For this reason the present volume should not be regarded
as in any sense a rival of the uncoloured reproductions which have already appeared of the Book of Kells. Its
office is rather to supplement in colour what has already been accomplished by ordinary photography and
monochrome; to add a new value to previous efforts with the assistance of the most recent methods and
processes of polychromatic photography and colour-printing. Looked at from this standpoint one may fairly
claim for the work here produced that it fills with some measure of satisfaction a gap in the pictorial history
of Celtic illumination, and affords as it were a nearer view of one of the most interesting and beautiful
manuscripts which have yet come from the hands of man."
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Editorial Review

Review
“This new British edition is a fantastic recreation of the tome that sits in repose at the library in Dublin’s
Trinity College.”
- NY Daily News Book Blog

“Sheds much light on this treasured book and raises many more questions.”
- Antiques and the Arts Weekly

“A fine introduction to this extraordinarily beautiful work.”
- Grand Rapids Press

About the Author
Bernard Meehan is Head of Research Collections and Keeper of Manuscripts at Trinity College Library,
Dublin, owners of the Book of Kells.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Book of Kells.

Vicki Allen:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Book of Kells as your daily resource
information.

David Otten:

The actual book The Book of Kells will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you.



The book The Book of Kells is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Maxine Ford:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Book of Kells, you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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