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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This rarefied novel adopts the form of the interior monologue characteristic of Lispector's (1925-1977)
oeuvre. A woman sits by the open window of her Brazilian beachfront studio, writing a long letter to
someone no more specific than "you." She parries with language (which is "only words which live off
sound") and is wholly consumed with problems of epistemology: "I want to die with life." A painter, she
struggles as well to recreate the world around her: "On certain nights, instead of black, the sky seems to be
an intense indigo blue, a color I've painted on glass." When she listens to music, she says, "I rest my hand
lightly on the turntable and my hand vibrates, spreading waves through my whole body." While the narrator's
self-consciousness ("And if I say 'I,' it's because I don't dare say 'you,' or 'we,' or 'a person.' I'm limited to the
humble act of self-personalization through reducing myself, but I am the 'you-are.' ") and diction ("the
ultimate substratum in the domain of reality") may strike some readers as academic, others will appreciate
the challenges of Lispector's philosophical investigations.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Artistically reminiscent of this Ukranian-born Brazilian's The Hour of the Star ( LJ 4/15/86) and The Passion
According to G.H. ( LJ 10/15/88), The Stream of Life (published as Agua viva in 1973) is as much an
extended metaphor for the act of writing as it is the lyrical, plotless monologue of the unnamed female
protagonist's awareness of self-realization. Linguistic innovations, including neologisms ("independs"), an
abstruse style, and hermetic "discoveries" that are "unsayable and uncommunicable" make this single-
chapter novelette difficult, if not unreadable, for all but the persistent. More accessible are the 29 short
stories of Soulstorm, taken from two collections first published in 1974. The 13 vignettes comprising
Stations of the Body unify the common theme of pent-up frustrations and repressed sexuality. The esoteric
and introspective enigmas of Where You Were at Night are more philosophical and experimental; these 16
tales, some fewer than two pages in length, cyclically snatch ideas, motifs, and phrases from one another. A
more approachable and attractive sampling of this major 20th-century Latin American feminist writer.
- Lawrence Olszewski, OCLC, Dublin, Ohio
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English, Portugese (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

This Stream Of Life (Exxon Lecture Series) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Stream Of Life (Exxon Lecture Series) can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Stream Of
Life (Exxon Lecture Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and



revel in reading.

Mary Grays:

Often the book Stream Of Life (Exxon Lecture Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this
book very suitable to you. The book Stream Of Life (Exxon Lecture Series) is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lois Jennings:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Stream Of Life (Exxon Lecture Series) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cynthia Haynes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Stream Of Life (Exxon Lecture Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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