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With their collection In Search of the Black Panther Party, Yohuru Williams and
Jama Lazerow provided a broad analysis of the Black Panther Party and its
legacy. In Liberated Territory, they turn their attention to local manifestations of
the organization, far away from the party’s Oakland headquarters. This
collection’s contributors, all historians, examine how specific party chapters and
offshoots emerged, developed, and waned, as well as how the local branches
related to their communities and to the national party.

The histories and character of the party branches vary as widely as their
locations. The Cape Verdeans of New Bedford, Massachusetts, were initially
viewed as a particular challenge for the local Panthers but later became the
mainstay of the Boston-area party. In the early 1970s, the Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, chapter excelled at implementing the national Black Panther Party’s
strategic shift from revolutionary confrontation to mainstream electoral politics.
In Detroit, the Panthers were defined by a complex relationship between their
above-ground activities and an underground wing dedicated to armed struggle.
While the Milwaukee chapter was born out of a rising tide of black militancy, it
ultimately proved more committed to promoting literacy and health care and
redressing hunger than to violence. The Alabama Black Liberation Front did not
have the official imprimatur of the national party, but it drew heavily on the
Panthers’ ideas and organizing strategies, and its activism demonstrates the broad
resonance of many of the concerns articulated by the national party: the need for
jobs, for decent food and housing, for black self-determination, and for sustained
opposition to police brutality against black people. Liberated Territory reveals
how the Black Panther Party’s ideologies, goals, and strategies were taken up and
adapted throughout the United States.

Contributors: Devin Fergus, Jama Lazerow, Ahmad A. Rahman, Robert W.
Widell Jr., Yohuru Williams
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With their collection In Search of the Black Panther Party, Yohuru Williams and Jama Lazerow provided a
broad analysis of the Black Panther Party and its legacy. In Liberated Territory, they turn their attention to
local manifestations of the organization, far away from the party’s Oakland headquarters. This collection’s
contributors, all historians, examine how specific party chapters and offshoots emerged, developed, and
waned, as well as how the local branches related to their communities and to the national party.

The histories and character of the party branches vary as widely as their locations. The Cape Verdeans of
New Bedford, Massachusetts, were initially viewed as a particular challenge for the local Panthers but later
became the mainstay of the Boston-area party. In the early 1970s, the Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
chapter excelled at implementing the national Black Panther Party’s strategic shift from revolutionary
confrontation to mainstream electoral politics. In Detroit, the Panthers were defined by a complex
relationship between their above-ground activities and an underground wing dedicated to armed struggle.
While the Milwaukee chapter was born out of a rising tide of black militancy, it ultimately proved more
committed to promoting literacy and health care and redressing hunger than to violence. The Alabama Black
Liberation Front did not have the official imprimatur of the national party, but it drew heavily on the
Panthers’ ideas and organizing strategies, and its activism demonstrates the broad resonance of many of the
concerns articulated by the national party: the need for jobs, for decent food and housing, for black self-
determination, and for sustained opposition to police brutality against black people. Liberated Territory
reveals how the Black Panther Party’s ideologies, goals, and strategies were taken up and adapted throughout
the United States.

Contributors: Devin Fergus, Jama Lazerow, Ahmad A. Rahman, Robert W. Widell Jr., Yohuru Williams
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Editorial Review

Review

“Students of American and African American history will find Liberated Territory enlightening and
instructive for illuminating the history of a widely understudied and commonly misconstrued organization.
The five essays advance the momentum for continued scholarly research on Black Power’s local impact,
which is essential for a better understanding of the movement’s diverse character and national appeal.” -
Karen M. Hawkins, North Carolina Historical Review

“Yohuru Williams and Jama Lazerow and their contributors challenge the conventional narrative of the
1960s that focuses predominantly on the liberal civil rights movement, to the exclusion of the radical black
power movement, and either evades any discussion of the Black Panther party (BPP) or portrays the
organization negatively. . . . These narratives demonstrate the importance of local circumstances in Panther
history. . . . Liberated Territory makes an important contribution to the growing scholarship on the Black
Panther party.”
- Floyd W. Hayes III, Journal of American History

“Anyone interested in the BPP, or in Black Power activism in overlooked places such as Birmingham, will
learn a great deal from Liberated Territory.” - Hasan Kwame Jeffries, The Alabama Review

“Liberated Territory helps to decenter the Oakland top-down approach to studying the Black Panther Party
by critically engaging with the stories of rank and file party members in locations far beyond Oakland.
Yohuru Williams and Jama Lazerow have produced a collection that will quickly become a model for others
to emulate.”—Sundiata Keita Cha-Jua, author of America’s First Black Town: Brooklyn, Illinois,
1830–1915

“Liberated Territory is a very impressive anthology. Its focus on the local histories of the Black Panther
Party helps to fill a yawning gap in scholarship and adds to the expanding corpus of innovative scholarship
on the black power movement. By developing a broader understanding of the party’s local chapters, people,
and politics, the essays shed light on the provincial nature of the party while providing important context for
understanding the national organization.”—Jeffrey O. G. Ogbar, author of Black Power: Radical Politics
and African American Identity

“Anyone interested in the BPP, or in Black Power activism in overlooked places such as Birmingham, will
learn a great deal from Liberated Territory.”
(Hasan Kwame Jeffries The Alabama Review)

“Students of American and African American history will find Liberated Territory enlightening and
instructive for illuminating the history of a widely understudied and commonly misconstrued organization.
The five essays advance the momentum for continued scholarly research on Black Power’s local impact,



which is essential for a better understanding of the movement’s diverse character and national appeal.”
(Karen M. Hawkins North Carolina Historical Review)

“Yohuru Williams and Jama Lazerow and their contributors challenge the conventional narrative of the
1960s that focuses predominantly on the liberal civil rights movement, to the exclusion of the radical black
power movement, and either evades any discussion of the Black Panther party (BPP) or portrays the
organization negatively. . . . These narratives demonstrate the importance of local circumstances in Panther
history. . . . Liberated Territory makes an important contribution to the growing scholarship on the Black
Panther party.”
(Floyd W. Hayes III Journal of American History)

From the Back Cover
""Liberated Territory" helps to decenter the Oakland top-down approach to studying the Black Panther Party
by critically engaging with the stories of rank and file party members in locations far beyond Oakland.
Yohuru Williams and Jama Lazerow have produced a collection that will quickly become a model for others
to emulate."--Sundiata Keita Cha-Jua, author of "America's First Black Town: Brooklyn, Illinois, 1830-
1915"

About the Author

Yohuru Williams is Associate Professor of History and Director of Black Studies at Fairfield University. He
is the author of Black Politics/White Power: Civil Rights, Black Power, and the Black Panthers in New
Haven. Jama Lazerow is Professor of History at Wheelock College. He is the author of Religion and the
Working Class in Antebellum America. They are co-editors of In Search of the Black Panther Party: New
Perspectives on a Revolutionary Movement, also published by Duke University Press.

Jama Lazerow is Professor of History at Wheelock College. He is the author of Religion and the Working
Class in Antebellum America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Archie Williams:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Liberated Territory: Untold Local
Perspectives on the Black Panther Party book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Michele Sexton:

The reason? Because this Liberated Territory: Untold Local Perspectives on the Black Panther Party is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible



way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Douglas Ham:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Liberated Territory: Untold Local
Perspectives on the Black Panther Party, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Karl Wolfe:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Liberated Territory: Untold Local Perspectives on the Black Panther Party can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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