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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The word "damned" in this novel's title is not just an attention-grabbing expletive-it quite literally describes
the consequences of the love between a teenaged Pole and a Nazi soldier during WWII. Narrator Stephan is
16 when he realizes he is gay; only months later, he meets an Austrian soldier named Willi: "Before my eyes
I saw only him, this tender, handsome man-without his uniform, without the war and all of world history.
Only him." Willi, equally enamored, and Stephan shut out the war (and the Nazi persecution of
homosexuals) and embark on a passionate affair until Willi's unit is sent to Russia. Despite the sophisticated
themes, the most striking quality of this narrative is its unblemished innocence: Stephan's easy acceptance of
his sexuality makes it virtually impossible for the reader to reject it; and his susceptibility to a single
individual rather than to the inimical German regime raises valuable if painful questions. Stephan's
artlessness proves his downfall: he sends Willi a letter ("I can't sleep, I think only of you"), which leads to
Stephan's arrest and a brutal three-year imprisonment (he is freed only when the war ends). Willi's fate,
ominously, is never discovered. German writer van Dijk, identifying his story as a true one, appends an
afterword by the real-life Stephan. Wrenching-and profoundly illuminating. Ages 14-up. (May) q
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up?Set in occupied Poland during World War II, this novel is based on the true story of Stefan K., a
Polish boy who, at 16, fell in love with a German soldier. When their liaison was discovered by the Gestapo,
the teen was tortured and sentenced to a labor camp. Readers learn how he managed to survive there until he
escaped during the chaotic days before liberation. Stefan K.'s afterword, written in 1994, tells readers that he
still doesn't know whether his lover survived. By assuming the first-person voice of Stefan, Van Dijk is able
to deliver the story in a matter-of-fact way that engages readers. Stefan is a likable, believable character. The
limitations of writing fiction from another person's memories are nonetheless evident: the immediacy of the
narrative varies, and at times one is only vaguely aware of the passage of time. Still, this unusual account is
an important document regarding Nazi treatment of homosexuals. Stefan K. ends the afterword, "...it is
always a crime to punish love and to tolerate violence." His story will be a useful addition to Holocaust
literature and to gay and lesbian history collections.?Claudia Morrow, Berkeley Public Library, CA
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 8^-12. The Nazi persecution of homosexuals is dramatized in this story, translated from the German. It's
based on the life of Stefan K., a Polish teenager whose love for an Austrian-German soldier led to capture,
torture, and imprisonment by the Gestapo. In the first-person narrative, Stefan describes the bigotry and
violence, but he also celebrates love and romance. He tells his older brother: "I dream of men the way you do
of women--and I love this soldier!" Stefan is blindly confident that his secret relationship with Willi will not
be a problem in occupied Poland, but the partisans condemn Stefan as a traitor for consorting with a German.
Then Willi is sent away to the front; Stefan writes him a love letter; the Gestapo intercepts it, and Stefan is
arrested. He never hears again from Willi; to this day he's afraid that his letter cost his lover his life. There
are some gaps in the plot, but the prose is as natural as that in Crawford's other translations, such as Barbara
Gehrts' Don't Say a Word (1986). An important addition to YA literature about the Holocaust and about the
gay experience. Hazel Rochman

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Lee:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Damned Strong Love: The True
Story of Willi G. and Stefan K. : A Novel. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Jesus Allgood:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Damned Strong Love: The True Story of Willi
G. and Stefan K. : A Novel is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bryan Lewis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Damned Strong Love:
The True Story of Willi G. and Stefan K. : A Novel suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Damned Strong Love: The True Story of Willi G. and
Stefan K. : A Novelis one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Elbert Lupton:

Beside this Damned Strong Love: The True Story of Willi G. and Stefan K. : A Novel in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Damned Strong Love: The True Story of Willi G. and Stefan K. : A
Novel because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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