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The latest edition of the 6 volume Gale series "Bowling, Beatniks and Bell-
Bottoms" covers the popular culture of the 20th Century and first decade of the
21st Century. It is a cross-disciplinary source for junior and high school students
and teachers, public librarians and general researchers who need a single,
consistent reference to explore and analyze the social trends, events, and people
that have impacted contemporary history. Organized chronologically, each
volume covers a span of two decades. For each decade, there is a general
overview entry that covers the defining event of time period as well as some
quick fun facts "At a Glance." The following topics are covered for each decade:
Commerce, Fashion, Film and Theater, Music, Print Culture, Sports and Games,
TV and Radio, and The Way We Lived. Full-Color photos.

Features: Index; Tables of Contents: by decade, alphabetical, by topic; Reader's
Guide; Timeline; For More Information; "Where to Learn More" bibliography.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 6 Up-With articles on commerce, film and theater, music, sports, TV, food, fashion, and other aspects of
life, this set presents the most important people, places, or things in recent U.S. history, decade by decade.
The cross-referenced articles, which vary from less than a page to two pages in length, are fact-filled and
lively. As well as adding information on the 21st century, many of the articles have been updated with
additional further-reading resources since the 2002 edition; there are also more illustrations and they are now
in color. Entries are listed in alphabetical order and by topic category. While the "Cultural History of the
United States Through the Decades" series (Lucent) offers similar coverage, it provides fewer illustrations
and additional resources; Gale's "American Decades" series boasts more information but is aimed at older
users. Students who need information for reports will find good introductory information and a solid base for
further research here, and general users will find quick short answers to historical questions. With the push in
the Common Core Standards for more text complexity and the use of narrative nonfiction, teachers will also
appreciate this work.--Ann West LaPrise, Huron School District, New Boston, MIα(c) Copyright 2011.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
An attempt to span the whole of pop culture and contextualize its influence on American society, the 850
articles included in this six-volume set cover a myriad of fascinating topics—ranging from Betty Boop, the
invention of ballpoint pens, and Saran Wrap to spring break, Hurricane Katrina, Napster, and So You Think
You Can Dance? A solid update, the second edition of this fascinating set adds a sixth volume devoted to the
first decade of the twenty-first century, and supplements the previous edition’s black-and-white illustrations
with the inclusion of approximately 400 color photos. As in the prior edition, each volume begins with a
complete alphabetical list of entries and a time line of the twentieth and early twenty-first century and closes
with a comprehensive index. Coverage of each decade opens with a concise overview and an “At a Glance”
sidebar that outlines what Americans read, said, wrote, and listened to and popular figures of the time. These
features, as well as the extensive cross-referencing of topics within entries, make this resource exceedingly
simple for students to navigate. The signed articles, ranging in length from 150 to 1,000 words, are arranged
alphabetically within nine topic categories: “Commerce,” “Fashion,” “Film and Theater,” “Food and Drink,”
“Music,” “Print Culture,” “Sports and Games,” “TV and Radio” (where applicable), and “The Way We
Lived.” Though the individual articles are brief, they are informative and engagingly written, and they
provide the historical context for each particular trend or fad examined. Each article concludes with a list of
resources for further research on individual topics that students will, more than likely, find necessary to
supplement their research. A bibliography of print and web resources related to the decades covered and
geared toward students precedes the index in each volume. A worthy edition to any middle-school library
reference collection. Public libraries may want to consider as a supplemental purchase. Grades 6-12. --
Magan Szwarek

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheree Rodriquez:

This Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms: Pop Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6 Volume Set)
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book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms: Pop
Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6 Volume Set) without we know teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms:
Pop Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6 Volume Set) can bring any time you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms: Pop Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6
Volume Set) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Louise Fulghum:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms: Pop Culture
of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6 Volume Set) as the daily resource information.

Barbara Watson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Bowling, Beatniks,
and Bell-Bottoms: Pop Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6 Volume Set) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-
Bottoms: Pop Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6 Volume Set)is the one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Bonnie Vassallo:

The book untitled Bowling, Beatniks, and Bell-Bottoms: Pop Culture of 20th and 21st Century America ( 6
Volume Set) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.
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