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In the middle of the nineteenth century, middle-class Americans embraced a new
culture of domestic consumption, one that centered on chairs and clocks as well
as family portraits and books. How did that new world of goods, represented by
Victorian parlors filled with overstuffed furniture and daguerreotype portraits,
come into being? A New Nation of Goods highlights the significant role of
provincial artisans in four crafts in the northeastern United States—chairmaking,
clockmaking, portrait painting, and book publishing—to explain the shift from
preindustrial society to an entirely new configuration of work, commodities, and
culture. As a whole, the book proposes an innovative analysis of early
nineteenth-century industrialization and the development of a middle-class
consumer culture. It relies on many of the objects beloved by decorative arts
scholars and collectors to evoke the vitality of village craft production and
culture in the decades after the War of Independence.

A New Nation of Goods grounds its broad narrative of cultural change in case
studies of artisans, consumers, and specific artifacts. Each chapter opens with an
"object lesson" and weaves an object-based analysis together with the richness of
individual lives. The path that such craftspeople and consumers took was not
inevitable; on the contrary, as historian David Jaffee vividly demonstrates, it was
strewn with alternative outcomes, such as decentralized production with
specialized makers. The richly illustrated book offers a collective biography of
the post-Revolutionary generation, gathering together the case studies of
producers and consumers who embraced these changes, those who opposed them,
or, most significantly, those who fashioned the myriad small changes that
coalesced into a new Victorian cultural order that none of them had envisioned or
entirely appreciated.
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In the middle of the nineteenth century, middle-class Americans embraced a new culture of domestic
consumption, one that centered on chairs and clocks as well as family portraits and books. How did that new
world of goods, represented by Victorian parlors filled with overstuffed furniture and daguerreotype
portraits, come into being? A New Nation of Goods highlights the significant role of provincial artisans in
four crafts in the northeastern United States—chairmaking, clockmaking, portrait painting, and book
publishing—to explain the shift from preindustrial society to an entirely new configuration of work,
commodities, and culture. As a whole, the book proposes an innovative analysis of early nineteenth-century
industrialization and the development of a middle-class consumer culture. It relies on many of the objects
beloved by decorative arts scholars and collectors to evoke the vitality of village craft production and culture
in the decades after the War of Independence.

A New Nation of Goods grounds its broad narrative of cultural change in case studies of artisans, consumers,
and specific artifacts. Each chapter opens with an "object lesson" and weaves an object-based analysis
together with the richness of individual lives. The path that such craftspeople and consumers took was not
inevitable; on the contrary, as historian David Jaffee vividly demonstrates, it was strewn with alternative
outcomes, such as decentralized production with specialized makers. The richly illustrated book offers a
collective biography of the post-Revolutionary generation, gathering together the case studies of producers
and consumers who embraced these changes, those who opposed them, or, most significantly, those who
fashioned the myriad small changes that coalesced into a new Victorian cultural order that none of them had
envisioned or entirely appreciated.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A magnificent effort. A New Nation of Goods effectively merges commerce and culture as twinned engines
that promoted the democratization of knowledge and the commercialization of the countryside. The range of
material things covered in this book is impressive, from paintings to prints, from clocks to chairs, from
sideboards to daguerreotypes, to mention but a few."—Robert Blair St. George, University of Pennsylvania

"A New Nation of Goods has much to recommend it. Interdisciplinary, the work leverages a wealth of
sources, from probate inventories and census records to patent applications and auction catalogs. It . . . asks
us to reconsider many of our long-standing assumptions about the diffusion of culture in rural communities
and the relative pace and influence of market activity."—Journal of the Early Republic

About the Author
David Jaffee teaches at the Bard Graduate Center: Decorative Arts, Design History, Material Culture, where
he is also Head of New Media Research.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A New Nation of
Goods: The Material Culture of Early America (Early American Studies). All type of book would you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Danielle Rhodes:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A New Nation of Goods: The Material Culture of Early
America (Early American Studies) as the daily resource information.



Sang Weems:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this A New Nation of Goods: The Material Culture of Early America (Early American Studies).

Jacob Hill:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually A New Nation of Goods: The Material Culture of Early America (Early American Studies).
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