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"I have always had faith that the best writers will rise to the top, like cream,
sooner or later, and will become exactly as well-known as they should be-their
work talked about, quoted, taught, performed, filmed, set to music, anthologized.
Perhaps, with the present collection, Lucia Berlin will begin to gain the attention
she deserves." -Lydia Davis

A MANUAL FOR CLEANING WOMEN compiles the best work of the
legendary short-story writer Lucia Berlin. With the grit of Raymond Carver, the
humor of Grace Paley, and a blend of wit and melancholy all her own, Berlin
crafts miracles from the everyday, uncovering moments of grace in the
Laundromats and halfway houses of the American Southwest, in the homes of
the Bay Area upper class, among switchboard operators and struggling mothers,
hitchhikers and bad Christians.

Readers will revel in this remarkable collection from a master of the form and
wonder how they'd ever overlooked her in the first place.
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Editorial Review

Review
''[Berlin's] stories are peopled with sharp, unpredictable, vital characters (often drunk!). They hit you with a
force the moment you happen upon them.'' -- Jackie Kay, Best Holiday Reads 2015 Guardian

''[Lucia Berlin] may just be the best writer you've never heard of ... Imagine a less urban Grace Paley, with a
similar talent for turning the net of resentments and affections among family members into stories that carry
more weight than their casual, conversational tone might initially suggest ... Berlin's offbeat humor, get-on-
with-it realism, and ability to layer details that echo across stories and decades give her book a tremendous
staying power ... [A Manual for Cleaning Women] goes a long way toward putting Berlin, who died in 2004,
back in the public eye.'' --Publishers Weekly (starred review)

''This selection of 43 stories ... should by all rights see her as lauded as Jean Rhys or Raymond Carver. John
Self Independent A major talent ... A testament to a writer whose explorations of society's rougher corners
deserve wider attention.'' --Kirkus (Starred Review)

''In A Manual for Cleaning Women we witness the emergence of an important American writer, one who was
mostly overlooked in her time. She is the real deal.'' --New York Times

''Vivacity, humor, sorrow, pragmatism and sheer literary star power ... How a writer with this much appeal
slipped under the radar is unfathomable.'' --Newsday ''Begin reading a Berlin short story and you know
immediately that you are in the presence of a unique and searing literary force ... This revelatory volume now
brings her forward to stand beside her peers.'' --Booklist

''Lucia Berlin has long been overlooked as one of America's best short story writers, and it only takes readers
the first couple of pages to recognize that. Nylon Lucia Berlin might be the most interesting person you've
never met ... Every detox ward, dingy Laundromat, and sunbaked Mexican palapa spills across the page in
sentences so bright and fierce and full of wild color that you'll want to turn each one over just to see how she
does it. And then go back and read them all again.'' --Entertainment Weekly

''A Manual for Cleaning Women is a miracle of storytelling. Elle Berlin's posthumous, highly
semiautobiographical collection will catapult her into a household name.'' --Marie Claire

About the Author
Lucia Berlin (1936-2004) worked brilliantly but sporadically throughout the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. Her
stories are inspired by her early childhood in various Western mining towns; her glamorous teenage years in
Santiago, Chile; three failed marriages; a lifelong problem with alcoholism; her years spent in Berkeley, New
Mexico, and Mexico City; and the various jobs she later held to support her writing and her four sons. Sober
and writing steadily by the 1990s, she took a visiting writer's post at the University of Colorado Boulder in
1994 and was soon promoted to associate professor. In 2001, in failing health, she moved to Southern
California to be near her sons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Concepcion Maldonado:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book A Manual for Cleaning Women: Selected Stories had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication A Manual for Cleaning Women: Selected Stories is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book A Manual for Cleaning
Women: Selected Stories. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Judith Duncan:

A Manual for Cleaning Women: Selected Stories can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Manual for Cleaning
Women: Selected Stories although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Debra Unger:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Manual for Cleaning
Women: Selected Stories which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Stephen Mosley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Manual for Cleaning Women: Selected
Stories was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Manual for Cleaning
Women: Selected Stories has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading in which.
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