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Treasured in the Arab-American literary community, Through and Through is a
collection of ten broadly interrelated stories originally published in 1990. One of
the first books of modern Arab American fiction, Geha’s stories offer a warm,
inspired portrait of an extended Arab family in a Lebanese and Syrian
community in Toledo, Ohio, spanning the decades between the 1930s and the
present.
In a series of vignettes, Geha follows three generations of an Arab-American
family as they create a new community and way of life, struggling to keep their
Arab roots vital while adapting their culture to new conditions. In “Holy Toledo,”
Nadia, “a tomboy in her dungarees,” watches American women come into her
town to shop. Although she calls them silly, she “wished that she were one of
them, returning with them into that huge strangeness, America, luring her despite
the threat it seemed to hold of loss and vicious sickness.” Portraying both the
anguish and the humor of negotiating between the old world and the new, these
stories offer a passionate, unvarnished glimpse into the lives of an immigrant
community.
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Treasured in the Arab-American literary community, Through and Through is a collection of ten broadly
interrelated stories originally published in 1990. One of the first books of modern Arab American fiction,
Geha’s stories offer a warm, inspired portrait of an extended Arab family in a Lebanese and Syrian
community in Toledo, Ohio, spanning the decades between the 1930s and the present.
In a series of vignettes, Geha follows three generations of an Arab-American family as they create a new
community and way of life, struggling to keep their Arab roots vital while adapting their culture to new
conditions. In “Holy Toledo,” Nadia, “a tomboy in her dungarees,” watches American women come into her
town to shop. Although she calls them silly, she “wished that she were one of them, returning with them into
that huge strangeness, America, luring her despite the threat it seemed to hold of loss and vicious sickness.”
Portraying both the anguish and the humor of negotiating between the old world and the new, these stories
offer a passionate, unvarnished glimpse into the lives of an immigrant community.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
His characterizations and storytelling skills are often underdeveloped, but in his first book Geha nevertheless
opens an intriguing window onto the Lebanese- and Syrian-Christian emigre communities of Toledo and
Detroit, from the 1920s to the present. Men import brides sight unseen from the old country; porcelain
painted to look like miniature eyeballs serve as charms against the evil eye; and picnics are occasions for the
playing of lutes and the dizzying stampede of feet in a debkee dance. Cultural displacement is Geha's
overriding theme: Uhdrah's fiance is appalled when she, the newest greenhorn fresh from shepherding her
father's goats, strokes the corpse of a mentally ill man, thinking to revive him; meeting a blond American in
the laundromat, Barbara is ashamed of her dark hairiness and large breasts, her legacy from an intrusive old-
fashioned mother; Tonia's marriage to blond American Wayne makes her tense; and tomboy Nadia thinks
American women shopping in her neighborhood are "silly," yet she wishes "she were one of them, returning
with them into that huge strangeness, America, luring her despite the threat it seemed to hold."88 Geha
reinforces stereotypes through women who cling to children, husbands, religion and superstitions, and Jews
who are savvy in business and physically sickly.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Opens an intriguing window onto the Lebanese - and Syrian - Christian emigre communities of Toledo and
Detroit." - Publisher's Weekly "These stories have a lot to say about the life of Arab Americans and the
cultural conflicts of the immigrant. But the humanistic side of the Toledo neighborhood Geha explores
teaches us important lessons about the nature of this country and the promise of Ellis Island." - The San
Francisco Chronicle"

About the Author
Born in Lebanon, Joseph Geha grew up in a Lebanese-American community in Toledo, Ohio. His short
stories, poems, essays, and plays have appeared in numerous periodicals and anthologies, including the New
York Times, Northwest Review, Epoch, Iowa Review, Dinazard’s Children, and Post Gibran. He has
received a Pushcart Prize and a National Endowment for the Arts Award. Geha is professor emeritus at Iowa
State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Through and Through: Toledo Stories,
Second Edition (Arab American Writing).



Donald McLaughlin:

The book Through and Through: Toledo Stories, Second Edition (Arab American Writing) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book Through and Through: Toledo Stories, Second Edition (Arab American Writing)?
A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Through and
Through: Toledo Stories, Second Edition (Arab American Writing) has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Robert Lindsey:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar
on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of
Through and Through: Toledo Stories, Second Edition (Arab American Writing) to read.

Rebecca McGrew:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Through and Through: Toledo Stories,
Second Edition (Arab American Writing) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Through and Through: Toledo Stories, Second Edition (Arab American Writing) as good book not simply by
the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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