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One of the most widely read novels by a South African-born writer or ‘about'
South Africa, Nobel Laureate J.M. Coetzee's (second) Booker Prize-winning
novel, Disgrace (1999), is afirm favourite with reading groups and afixture on
many university-level courses on postcolonial or international literaturesin
English. Sometimes regarded as offering a bleak picture of post-apartheid South
Africa, Disgrace has aso been read as an ultimately hopeful novel about
renunciation and redemption. Thisintroduction offersan indispensable guide
to the historical contexts and critical ideas necessary for an informed and
rewar ding engagement with one of the most significant novels of the last
guarter century. Offering an overview of the author's career, informed
discussion of the novel's setting and references, this guide consider s such
issues as the representation of race, gender, theland, and animals, and its
concer n with language, power, music, confession, and allegory. It providesa
discussion of the novel's critical and popular reception, a comprehensive
guideto further reading, and questionsfor discussion.
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One of the most widely read novels by a South African-born writer or *about’ South Africa, Nobel Laureate
J.M. Coetzee's (second) Booker Prize-winning novel, Disgrace (1999), is afirm favourite with reading
groups and a fixture on many university-level courses on postcolonial or international literaturesin English.
Sometimes regarded as offering a bleak picture of post-apartheid South Africa, Disgrace has also been read
as an ultimately hopeful novel about renunciation and redemption. Thisintroduction offersan
indispensable guide to the historical contextsand critical ideas necessary for an informed and

rewar ding engagement with one of the most significant novels of thelast quarter century. Offering an
overview of the author's career, informed discussion of the novel's setting and r efer ences, this guide
consider s such issues astherepresentation of race, gender, the land, and animals, and its concern with
language, power, music, confession, and allegory. It provides a discussion of the novel'scritical and
popular reception, a comprehensive guide to further reading, and questions for discussion.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lively, succinct, and readable, Andrew van der Vlies's handbook of key themes, contexts, and intertextsis
the best reader's guide to J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace on the market. Attentive to the politics of literary form and
to the controversies of the novel's reception, Van der Vlies's companion will stimulate discussionsin the
classroom and beyond for some timeto come." - Mark Sanders (New Y ork University), author of
Ambiguities of Witnessing: Law and Literature in the Time of a Truth Commission

"When it was first published in 1999 Disgrace opened up a uniquely challenging space in our times, the
meaning of which we are still trying to grasp. Andrew van der Vlies's wonderful book is an essential guide
for all new and not-so-new readers eager to find their own way through this vitally important, absorbingly
labyrinthine fiction and the unfolding story of its effects.”

- Peter D. McDonald, (Oxford University), author of The Literature Police: Apartheid Censorship and its
Cultural Consequences (2009)

'His detailed account of central themes, alongside a narrative of Disgrace's historical context and reception,
will bolster the thinking of any casual reader.'<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-
com:office:office" />

(Times Literary Supplement)

"Lively, succinct, and readable, Andrew van der Vlies' s handbook of key themes, contexts, and intertextsis
the best reader’ s guide to J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace on the market. Attentive to the politics of literary form
and to the controversies of the novel’ sreception, Van der Vlies's companion will stimulate discussionsin the
classroom and beyond for some timeto come." - Mark Sanders (New Y ork University), author of
Ambiguities of Witnhessing: Law and Literature in the Time of a Truth Commission

'His detailed account of central themes, alongside a narrative of Disgrace’s historical context and reception,
will bolster the thinking of any casual reader.’<?xml:namespace prefix = 0 ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-
com:office:office" />

(Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author

Andrew van der Vlies was born in South Africa and educated both there and at the University of Oxford,
UK. Heisauthor of South African Textual Cultures (2007) and associate editor of the Oxford Companion to
the Book (2010). He teaches in the School of English and Drama at Queen Mary, University of London, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eleanor Bender:

The book J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you



getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book J.M.
Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries) to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum
Contemporaries). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So,
how do you think about this reserve?

Oren Néelson:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Aswe know that
book is very important for people. The book J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries) had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries) is not only giving you
far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your
own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace
(Continuum Contemporaries). Y ou never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lise Callicoat:

Now aday people who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries)
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Joseph Whitely:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name J.M. Coetzee's
Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace (Continuum Contemporaries)is the main one of
several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This
book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this book.
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